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EASTER VIGIL: WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS 
INTO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
By Sr. Denise Herrmann, CSA, Pastoral Associate & Director of Liturgy and RCIA

From the earliest years of the Church, new adult members have been initiated into the 
Church at the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday night. It is a most beautiful liturgy! 

“I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” With these 
words, Fr. Scott Emerson baptized college student Grace Schraufnagel. 

“The Lord receives you into the Catholic Church. His loving kindness has led you here, so 
that in the unity of the Holy Spirit you may have full communion with us in the faith that 
you have professed in the presence of his family.”  With these words, Fr. Scott Emerson 
received Stephen Hefler into Full Communion with the Catholic Church. Stephen had been 
previously baptized in a different faith tradition and now professed his faith as a Catholic.

“Be sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit.” With these words, Grace and Stephen received 
the sacrament of Confirmation.   

As the beautiful liturgy continued, the newly baptized and the newly received into the 
Church were able to receive the holy Eucharist for the first time. Thus they completed their 
initiation into the Church. What a joyous occasion for them and for the whole parish!
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Stephen Hefler 
being received 
into the Catholic 
Church during 
the Easter Vigil.

Grace Schraufnagel 
being baptized by 
Fr. Scott Emerson at 
the Easter Vigil.
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A WARM WELCOME TO NEW FACES 
By Fr. Scott Emerson, Parochial Administrator

Great things are happening at St. Maria Goretti and in our diocese. This 
summer will be full of exciting transitions, new faces, and imporant 
parish celebrations.

On May 30, we wished the 8th grade class of St. Maria Goretti a happy 
graduation. God has their best future in mind. We pray that they say ‘yes’ to God each and 
every day as they continue to strive for academic excellence and grow in holiness. 

Bishop Don Hying was named the fifth bishop of the Diocese of Madison on April 25. This 
marks a significant event for our diocese. It also marks a momentous event as it is the first time 
St. Maria Goretti will host the installation of a bishop. I’m grateful for all those who are involved 
in the planning and for the countless volunteers needed to host such a prestigious event.

We are excited that Simon Tipps, a seminarian of the Diocese of Madison, will be completing 
his summer internship at SMG. He recently graduated from the University of St. Thomas 
in St. Paul, Minnesota. As I know all of you will do, please welcome Simon to our parish 
and please make sure that he has a place to eat every night of the week (except for Thursday 
nights, that is when the priests share a meal together). Simon will be assisting at all the 
Masses and working with staff members on various projects around the office, rectory, and 
school. At the end of summer, we will have to say goodbye and wish him good luck as he 
begins major seminary at Mount St. Mary’s in Emittsburg, Maryland.

Also, with great excitement, we will welcome soon-to-be ordained Fr. Bill Van Wagner to 
our parish on July 13. (Fr.) Bill will be the third priest on staff and will greatly contribute to 
the work that SMG does in the community. Over the years, I have gotten to know (Fr.) Bill 
from our time together in seminary. It will be wonderful to share the priesthood of Jesus 
Christ with such a upstanding man. Continue to pray for (Fr.) Bill, as well as the two other 
transitional deacons of the Diocese of Madison, as they prepare for priesthood ordination on 
June 28 at St. Maria Goretti. 

Even with all these events and welcoming new people, we pause to recognize our 60th 
Anniversary as a parish. On June 12, St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church turns 60 years old. We 
look back to see where we have come from, celebrate the countless graces God has given us 
over these years as a family of faith, and look towards the future of bringing people to faith 
through the sacraments. Ad moltos annos! 

Please know of my continued prayers for all of you. 

In Christ, 

Fr. Scott Emerson 
Parochial Administrator

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

PHOTO REEL
Do you have a great photo you took at St. 
Maria Goretti? We are always looking for more 
images to post on social media, in the bulletin, 
or in Gatherings. Email your photos to Kristin 
at kristin.vanevenhoven@stmariagoretti.org, 
for the chance for your photo to appear online 
or in print materials.

Mass with Anointing of the Sick 
is held at SMG twice a year, with 
a luncheon following. The most 
recent Mass was on May 15.

Every space counts! Preparations 
for the Installation Mass require 
an exact number of seats. Some 
kind parishioners willingly sat in 
for a demonstration.

Students in Mrs. Vetrovec’s 
1st grade class were surprised 
by mystery reader, Fr. Scott 
Emerson, on May 8. NEW PAROCHIAL VICAR

We are very excited to welcome (Rev. Fr.) Bill Van Wagner to SMG as 
Parochial Vicar, following his ordination to the priesthood on June 28.

He grew up in Madison and attended Our Lady Queen of Peace Grade 
School and Edgewood High School. He completed his priestly formation 
at Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary in Winona, Minnesota, and 
Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit. 

During seminary, he has taught catechism and Confirmation classes, visited nursing homes 
and hospitals, and led a Bible study and prayer group at a federal prison. His summer 
pastoral experiences have been at St. Henry and St. Bernard Parishes in Watertown, St. Mary 
Parish in Platteville, St. Clare of Assisi Parish in Monroe, and St. Clement Parish in Lancaster.

Source: www.madisoncatholicherald.org
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BUSY MONTH OF MAY
By Dianne Metz, Assistant Principal

May was a busy month at St. Maria Goretti Catholic School. We celebrated Grandparents 
Day, First Communions, May Crowning and Eighth Grade Graduation.

Grandparents Day was celebrated on May 3. Nearly 400 grandparents came to our school to 
celebrate Mass, enjoy refreshments, tour our school, look at students’ work, and enjoy time 
with their grandchild/grandfriend. Our day culminated with an all school Community Circle 
where we celebrated birthdays, sang songs, and listened to students share stories about why 
their grandparents are special.  

May Crowning was celebrated a week later, on May 10. The eighth grade class organized this 
special Mass. Students participated in the procession, introduction, readings, leading of 
the litany, reading petitions, bringing up the gifts and of course, crowning Mary.  It was a 
beautiful Mass. 

The end of May is a special time for our eighth grade students—as they near the end of their 
career here at SMG, they participate in many wonderful events. They completed a Service 
Day, giving back to our broader community by volunteering at Second Harvest Food Bank. 
They returned to our school and did volunteer work for the staff. Service Day was followed 
by a special day that included a breakfast for the eighth graders and their parents. During 
the breakfast, memories were shared, speeches were delivered, and awards were given. This 
event was followed by a picnic at a local park for the students to have some fun and celebrate 
a job well done. We also honored our eighth graders at our monthly Community Circle on 
that day. The final culmination was held on May 30 as our school graduated 43 students in a 
liturgy attended by family and friends.

Our eighth grade graduates will be attending the following High Schools: Edgewood, 
Memorial, Middleton, Verona, West and Oregon. We congratulate this 
wonderful group of students and wish them well in their new high 
school careers this coming fall.

We are grateful for being able to celebrate these wonderful 
events at our school. We thank everyone who supports 
Catholic education and the education of our SMG students. 
It is through the support of our parish that we are able 
to grow our school and live our motto: Living in Faith, 
Growing in Character and Loving Each Other.  

On May 10 we honored 
Mary, Our Mother, at 
May Crowning.
During the Mass, 
eighth grade students 
presented f lowers 
to Mary and led the 
Litany of The Blessed 
Virgin Mary.

Nearly 400 grandparents 
came to our school 
on May 3 to celebrate 
Grandparents Day.

SCHOOL NE WS
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WHAT MUST I DO TO INHERIT 
ETERNAL LIFE?
By Deacon Dick Martin, Social Concerns and Outreach Coordinator

YOUR TREASURE IN HEAVEN
In Mark’s gospel we have the story of the young man who comes to Jesus and 
asks “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus responds by listing some of 
the commandments to which the young man answers that he has observed these 
since he was a youth. Jesus then looks at him lovingly and says “You are lacking in 
one thing. Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor and you will have treasure 
in heaven; then come, follow me.” At this the young man turns and walks away 
because he had many possessions. Each of us is that young man, and most of us 
have many more possessions than that young man ever dreamed about. So what 
is Jesus saying to us? Give away our “stuff” to the poor so that we might follow 
Him? Not necessarily!

I think the key to this story comes in the very first line. The young man asks Jesus 
“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Like this young man we, because we have many 
possessions, are used to dealing with our needs and concerns on our own. Our strength and 
our security lie in the plastic in our wallets or in the bank. We don’t rely on other people or even 
on God except in the most dire of circumstances. We ask “What must I do to get what I want?”

What Jesus is doing with the young man, and with us, is getting us to realize that we are 
created to be in relationship with others, dependent rather than independent. A sure way of 
doing this is if we are economically poor which is why Jesus tells the young man to get rid 
of his possessions. A poor person cannot rely on their bank account; it’s empty. While they 
may be able to scrape by with day-to-day living, they are crushed when an emergency such 
as an illness or a broken down car comes about. They are forced to ask for help – to rely on 
someone else to make it to the next day. Also, it is my experience that the poor are some of 
the most generous people you will ever meet. They will help others even though they don’t 
know where tomorrow’s food will come from. They do this because they know that maybe 
tomorrow they will be the one in need.

Hopefully those of us with many possessions don’t have to become economically poor to 
learn about our relationships and dependence on others. In doing so we are called to not 
cling to our possessions but to be willing to give of our time, talents and treasures to help 
others in need. One of the best ways to grow this attitude of community is to strive to have 
people of need within our group for friends. Do you know people who struggle to make ends 
meet? A single parent who has to put their job in jeopardy in order to stay home with a sick 
child?  A family who has to decide whether to pay the rent or get the car fixed so they can get 
to work? An elderly person who will skimp on their medication so they can buy food?

Knowing people who are in need brings us in contact with the face of Christ. We are less 
likely to cling to our possessions when we can help a friend, a person with a name and a face. 
And when we help a friend it opens the door for us to see the needs of others and know that 
we have the ability to help them as well.

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES AT SMG
Now if you don’t know a person in need, SMG has a number of opportunities to interact with 
the less fortunate in our community. The Luke Community Meal and the Sunday Meal at the 
Catholic Multicultural Center allow us to provide a meal and also sit down and eat with them 
which is the oldest tradition for building friendships.

Our St. Vincent de Paul conference visits people in their homes to provide furniture and 
other necessities. They also help people at the client-choice food pantry where they talk about 
their families and maybe even share recipes.

At the Queen of the Americas Mission in Cambria we have the opportunity to pray with the 
seasonal workers and to share in their generosity when they throw a fiesta for us.

As followers of Jesus we are called to lay aside our independence, that spirit that says “I can 
do it myself,” and learn to give and to receive from others, especially people in need.

To learn more about the Outreach Ministry at St. Maria Goretti and to get involved, contact 
Deacon Dick Martin at 608-268-2956 or dick.martin@stmariagoretti.org.

SERVING THE LORD
We are grateful to the youth who serve 
Mass on the weekends and weekdays. 
This Spring we acknowledged and 
thanked 26 eighth graders from our 
school and religious education program 
and the 14 high school seniors who have 
served the Lord as they served Mass.

Thank you for your dedication and 
faithfulness to the Lord!

The 8th grade altar servers 
were recognized and received 
a pin acknowledging their 
service, following school 
Mass on May 16.

OUTRE ACH MINISTRY
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MAZZUCHELLI CARE TEAM
By Deacon Jerome Buhman, Director of Pastoral Care

“Jesus teaches us another way: Go out. Go out and share your testimony, go out 
and interact with your brothers, go out and share, go out and ask. Become the 
Word in body as well as spirit.” – Pope Francis
The newly formed Mazzuchelli Care Team at St. Maria Goretti has taken Pope Francis’ words 
to heart and have been going out to parishioners who are in nursing homes, assisted care 
facilities or homebound. They bring not only communion, but community – keeping our 
brothers and sisters of the parish connected to our larger family.

The results have been transformative, not just for those being visited, but for the visitor as 
well. We asked current care team members to share a few words about their experiences and 
blessings by being a team member, and include some of their responses here:

“It has been an incredible blessing to bring Christ out into the world and to visit people in their 
environment when they can’t get out to be with others.” – Care Team Member

“The best experience has been getting to know the rich life and childhood experiences that are quite 
unique and stories that span over eight decades of a parish member’s life.” – Care Team Member

“Even though you may see this ministry as a small thing that you do to bring Christ into the 
world, it means a great deal to the person you are visiting!” – Care Team Member

“It will simply bless and enrich your life.” – Care Team Member

By being paired with another SMG parishioner, our care team members are able to build 
strong personal, faith-based relationships. In this way, they are able to live out their faith as 
part of their daily lives in a richly rewarding manner.

If you would be interested in living out your faith as a member of this team, contact Deacon 
Dick Martin at 608-268-2956 or dick.martin@stmariagoretti.org or Deacon Jerome Buhman 
at 608-268-2976 or jerome.buhman@stmariagoretti.org.

 

Rest in Peace
+

Mary Ann Cox 
March 8, 2019

Adam Borseth 
March 27, 2019

John M. Flesch 
March 29, 2019

Allene M. Miller 
April 8, 2019

Patricia Flad 
May 17, 2019

Joseph Brusca 
May 24, 2019

Charles Virnig 
May 24, 2019

+

Eternal rest grant to them, 
O Lord; and let light perpetual 

shine upon them.

May these souls, and the souls 
of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace.

Jack regaling Al and Fr. Tony 
with his big fish story.

Tom and Larry resting 
after an exhausting 
game of cribbage.

ANNUAL WHITE MASS 
& SPEAKER
The Diocese of Madison Catholic 
Medical Guild’s Annual White Mass 
was held at St. Maria Goretti on 
Sunday, May 19.

This annual event honors physicians, 
nurses, and healthcare workers.

Following Mass was brunch and 
speaker Fr. Pat Norris, who talked 
about “Defending Life from a 
Natural Law Perspective.”

PASTOR AL C ARE

Shirley and Donna, both 
SMG founding members, 
share old stories.
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PARISH LIFE

WHAT AN EXCITING YEAR IT’S BEEN
Thank you to the many volunteers, participants, and donors that have made 
each of the past year’s events successful.

First Friday Young Families Meal

Old Fashioned Church Picnic

Golf Outing

Christmas Cookie Decorating

Sunday Evening Meal

SMG Parish Auction
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UPCOMING E VENTS
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CATHOLIC IDEAS FOR KIDS THIS SUMMER
• Run a lemonade stand and give the proceeds to St. Vincent de Paul.

• Make your own book of prayers.

• Make puppets and put on a show depicting the life of a saint.

• Go to daily Mass.

• Learn the principles of painting an icon, and then paint an icon of your favorite saint.

• Make an outdoor prayer space and decorate it with found items, homemade wind chimes, 
f lowers, and more.

• Buy washable window markers and let kids decorate the window with the name and 
symbol of the saint of the day.

• Spend time at Eucharistic Adoration at SMG on Thursdays between 8:45 a.m. and 5:15 p.m.

• Read a book of the Bible that your kids haven’t heard before and put on a play.

• Have kids study the mission of the saint and then have them come up 
with their own spiritual mission statement, 
along with a coat of arms or 
personal logo and/or motto.

• Memorize a new prayer.

Source: www.pbgrace.com

FIRST COMMUNION - THANK YOU
By Margaret Breunig Clark, Director of Religious Education

Our First Communicants and their families learned about the importance of the Eucharist 
and the Mass through participation in Religious Education classes, an afternoon retreat, and 
a rehearsal. They baked bread together as a family and created a clay chalice to remind them of 
the Precious Body and Blood of Christ.

Thank you to the following Catechists: Brigette Banaszak, Margaret Ferry, Grace Gilles, Sister 
Denise Herrmann, Pam Horky, Donna Larson, Nohora Lopez, Sophia Pipho, Makenzie Roman, 
and Abby Schumacher. Thank you to Ruth Kramer for making the beautiful First Communion 
banner. Thank you to Dianne Metz for helping at the First Communion Masses. Thank you 
to Jane Henneberry for taking photographs. Thank you to Father Scott and Father Tony for 
ministering to our young parishioners for this important sacrament.

Children in our Early Childhood 
Education program are going on an 
Epiphany Hunt, as they pretend to 
be the wise men searching for the 
three gifts that the Magi brought 
baby Jesus.

E ARLY CHILDHOOD & RELIGIOUS EDUC ATION
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FAMILY IDEAS TO CELEBRATE SUMMER FEAST DAYS
June 29 - Celebrate the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul by going on your own missionary journey.

July 14 - Celebrate the Feast of St. Kateri Tekakwitha by learning about the Native American peoples in your area.

July 16 - Celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel by telling her story over caramel treats.

July 29 - Celebrate the Feast of St. Martha by taking the day off from all household chores.

July 31 - Celebrate the Feast of St. Ignatius of Loyola by praying an Ignatian Examen.

Aug 4 - Celebrate the Feast of St. John Vianney by having a fundraising garage sale for your favorite charitable cause.

Aug 6 - Celebrate the Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord by praying the Luminous Mysteries of the rosary.

Aug 15 - Celebrate the Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary by going to Mass.

Aug 22 - Celebrate the Feast of the Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary by making crowns of wildflowers.

Aug 28 - Celebrate the Feast of St. Augustine by writing your own spiritual autobiography.

Source: www.pbgrace.com

THE  SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: 
BEGINNING OF A NEW JOURNEY
By Amelia Misiak, Director of Youth Ministry

Saturday, May 4, marked the beginning of a new journey for 87 SMG high school teens as 
students received the Sacrament of Confirmation. Confirmation candidates from SMG 
were joined by teens from Blessed Sacrament and Good Shepherd parishes, as well as guests 
from Our Lady Queen of Peace, St. Dennis, and St. Thomas Aquinas. In total, 113 teens were 
confirmed.

Msgr. Bartylla’s homily was inspiring as he shared with the confirmandi his vocation story, 
encouraging teens to also pray about what God is asking of them. Msgr. Bartylla gave the 
students three things to think and pray about on the night of their Confirmation:

• Ask for something “big” tonight. God is never outdone in generosity.

• Pray about your vocation.

• Keep going to Mass when you’re in college.

The Rite of Confirmation was a special moment for each teen as Msgr. Bartylla spent several 
moments with each student before anointing them with chrism. Msgr. Bartylla asked about 
the teens’ chosen saint names and students were able to share with him why they were drawn 
to that particular saint. This year there were several saints that were popular amongst the 
group: St. Francis of Assisi, St. Catherine of Siena, St. Maximilian Kolbe, St. Sebastian, and 
Mary, the Mother of God.

We welcomed Msgr. Bartylla at 
St. Maria Goretti as the celebrant 
for Confirmation on May 4.

YOUTH MINISTRY
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
By Al Lorenz, Adult Faith Formation Volunteer Coordinator

We’ve started offering Scripture-based video series for our Adult 
Faith Formation program at St. Maria Goretti. We began with the 
series, “No Greater Love,” during Lent with nearly 40 participants. 
Currently, through the month of June, we are following up that 
series with a “A Biblical Walk Through The Mass.”

This summer we’re introducing “Father Scott’s Summer Book 
Club,” where we will read and discuss one of Father Scott’s favorite 
books, Introduction to the Devout Life.

Please join us for these faith-based adventures 
where we can gather together to build the 
family of Christ here at SMG! 

SEEKING NEW LEADERSHIP 
FOR CAREFREE YEARS
By Del Viney, Carefree Years Volunteer Coordinator

Carefree Years is a social group for men and women who are 
55-years-old and older. We are seeking new volunteers to join 
our leadership team and for someone to become the new Board 
Chair starting January 2020. Currently, the board is comprised 
of 12 members who meet twice a year to plan and organize 
events. The next Carefree Years Board Meeting is Tuesday, July 
30 at 1 p.m. Please come and join us and bring some fresh new 
ideas and faces.

PAST EVENTS INCLUDE:
• Fall Potluck in September

• Game Day on the third Tuesday of the month (September-
April, except December)

• Pizza Party in October

• Christmas Luncheon at Good Shepherd in December

• Salad/Dessert Luncheon in February/March

• The Fireside Theater in April

• Spring Luncheon in May

• We also attend plays at the Middleton-Area PAC and shows 
at Verona Area High School throughout the year.

JOIN CAREFREE YEARS
Come and be a part of the Carefree Years. 
Our annual dues are $7 per person 
(Sept 1, 2019 - Aug 31, 2020).

Our next event will be the opening event for 
next year held on Wednesday, Sept 18 at 5 p.m. 
in the Parish Hall for our Fall Potluck.

Please watch the bulletin for more details as 
it gets closer. Hope to see you there!

Small groups are finishing up the 
study series “A Biblical Walk Through 
The Mass.” This group meets on 
Wednesday mornings. You are 
welcome to join a small group 
at anytime.

YOUNG ADULT ROAD TRIP, 
SPORTS, ADORATION, AND MORE
By Kevin Wondrash, Young Adult Volunteer Coordinator

The Young Adult Group at St. Maria Goretti has begun a busy and 
active summer.

In May, the group took a “road trip” in southwest Wisconsin to tour 
some of the sites connected with Venerable Fr. Samuel Mazzuchelli. 
These included his home and gravesite at St. Patrick Parish in 
Benton, St. Augustine Church in New Diggings, and the Sinsinawa 
Mound.

Team SMG is also part 
of the eighth season of 
the diocesan young adult 
Monday Night Sports 
League. The team is out 
on the field giving its 
heart, mind, and body to 
the sports of f lag football, 
soccer, ultimate Frisbee, 
kickball, and softball.

We’re also continuing 
events, such as First Friday Adoration, playing bingo with residents 
at All Saints Assisted Living and Memory Care, and playing team 
trivia. More events are coming later this summer and into the fall, so 
come be a part of the faith and fun.

Everyone in their 20s and 30s, married, single, or discerning, is 
welcome to join us! For more information on the group, email Kevin 
at stmariagorettiyoungadults@gmail.com or check out the Facebook 
page “St. Maria Goretti Young Adults and More.”

The Carefree Years Spring Luncheon was a successful event. 
It was held on May 8 in collaboration with the PrimeTimers 
group at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.

FAITH & FELLOWSHIP
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MEET KRISTIN: 
COMMUNICATIONS 
COORDINATOR
Kristin Vanevenhoven joined St. Maria 
Goretti in April as the new Communications 

Coordinator. She comes to us with seven years of experience 
working in the areas of communications, marketing, and graphic 
design. Most recently, she worked at Holy Trinity Catholic Parish 
in Westmont, Illinois as the Director of Communications. Prior to 
that, she worked at a faith-based nonprofit in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
as the Communications Specialist. 

Kristin was born and raised in Wrightstown, Wisconsin, which is 
a small town south of Green Bay. Kristin moved here to take this 
communications position and to be closer to her family. She is very 
excited to be back in Wisconsin and to use her communications 
skills to serve the Catholic Church.

She has a bachelor’s degree in Family and Consumer Sciences 
Education and an associate’s degree in Graphic Design Technology. 
She enjoys learning about her Catholic faith and enrolled in the 
Catechetical Institute in St. Paul, Minnesota, and earned a two-
year certificate in the program. 

She currently lives in Madison and attends the Cathedral Parish. 
She enjoys going to local Catholic young adult events, cheering on 
the Green Bay Packers, and spending time with family and friends.

Next time you are at the parish office, please feel free to welcome 
her to St. Maria Goretti.

SUMMER BOOK CLUB
This summer, we are introducing “Father Scott’s Summer Book 
Club.” This summer’s book will be one of Father Scott’s favorites, 
Introduction to the Devout Life. Books will be available after Masses 
the weekend of June 8-9, as well as the Parish Founding Mass & Ice 
Cream Social on June 12. Suggested donation is $5 per book.

BOOK CLUB DATES:
• Wednesday, July 17 from 7-8:30pm in the Parish Hall 

Discussion will be on Part 1-2 of the book.

• Wednesday, Aug 21 from 7-8:30pm in the Parish Hall 
Discussion will be on Part 3-5 of the book.

ABOUT THE BOOK
Written over 400 years ago, Introduction to 
the Devout Life is still one of the most popular 
books for those pursuing holiness. St. Francis 
de Sales explains how to turn that desire for 
sanctity into resolutions that yield 
grace-filled results.

For more information or to purchase a book, 
please contact the parish office at 608-271-7421 
or parish@stmariagoretti.org.

COMMISSIONS HIGHLIGHT: 
VOCATIONS
By Fr. Tony Thirumalareddy, Parochial Vicar & Vocations Commission Member 

WHAT IS A VOCATION?
A vocation is literally “God’s call,” a call that we hear by listening 
to God’s voice within us. God can speak to us through our inner 
and outer experiences. Listening to God’s call is an interactive 
process—a dialog—between God and us. God speaks to each of 
us in a very personal way. 

HOW DO WE HEAR GOD’S CALL?
We can see examples of God’s call if we look at some major 
individuals in Scripture, like Abraham, Moses, Samuel, Jeremiah, 
Mary, and Peter. They all heard God’s voice, sometimes in 
the interior of their hearts and sometimes through external 
experiences. Regardless of how they heard God’s voice, each of 
them eventually responded generously and openly. 

IS IT EASY TO RESPOND TO GOD’S CALL?
It is not always easy to respond to God’s call. One’s first reaction 
to a vocation is rarely accompanied by much peace or clarity. 
Usually there is doubt and confusion—perhaps even anxiety. But 
staying faithful to your conversation with God usually brings a 
growing sense of clarity about what’s right for you and what will 
bring you lasting peace and joy.  

If we look at the examples in Scripture, each person initially 
responded with confusion and doubt and said, “Not me, 
Lord...I’m too young” (Jeremiah); “I have a stutter” (Moses);  
or “I’m too sinful” (Peter and Isaiah). However, as they began 
to listen attentively and respond generously and openly, they 
eventually discovered what 
God called them to do and 
over time they developed a 
more profound sense of their 
own vocation. 

LISTENING TO GOD
If you are currently discerning 
your call to a vocation, and 
are experiencing uncertainty, 
trust that God is speaking to 
you and that, if you listen and 
respond openly, you’ll find your way.

ABOUT THE VOCATIONS COMMISSION
The Vocations Commission works to promote and foster 
vocations of all types in the parish, while cultivating the 
importance of education, prayer, and discernment, and 
showcasing the empowering role of parents and other role 
models in the discernment process.

To join this commission, contact the chairperson Jim Flad at 
jf lad@chorus.net . If you would like to meet with Fr. Tony, 
please contact him at 608-271-7421 or tony.thirumalareddy@
stmariagoretti.org. 

Vocations Commission Members: Jen Bartell, Bill Bullock, Jim 
Flad, Joe Schaeve, Kevin Streetar, and Fr. Tony

PARISH NE WS



Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 1086

Madison, WI

EVENTS DATE TIME

Parish Founding Event Wed, June 12 7 p.m.

SMG Blood Drive Sat, June 15 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Vespers for Bishop Hying Mon, June 24 7p.m.

Summer Book Club Wed, July 17 & Aug 21 7:30 - 8 p.m.

Golf Outing Mon, Aug 5 12 p.m.

Parish Picnic Sun, Aug 18 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

First Full Day of School Wed, Aug 28 7:40 a.m.

Pancake Breakfast Sun, Sept 8 7:30 a.m - 12:30

Gatherings is a quarterly publication for St. Maria 
Goretti Catholic Church. Read Gatherings online at 
www.stmariagoretti.org.

For more information or to submit an article, please 
contact Kristin Vanevenhoven at 608-268-2957 or 
kristin.vanevenhoven@stmariagoretti.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS

5313 Flad Avenue 
Madison, WI 53711

CONTACT 
608-271-7421 
parish@stmariagoretti.org

WEBSITE 
WWW.STMARIAGORETTI.ORG
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CAMBRIA MISSION UPDATE
By Deacon Dick Martin, Social Concerns and Outreach Coordinator

On Sunday, May 19, volunteers from St. Maria Goretti and from 
around the Diocese held a spring clean up day at the Queen of 
Americas Mission in Cambria, Wisconsin. This Mission Church, 
located in the Diocese of Madison, is home to nearly 100 parishioners. 
The chapel is open from May to October, and its parishioners are 
primarily migrant workers for the various vegetable processing 
factories in the area.

We were blessed on our clean up day when the 
rain ended just before we arrived. During the 
fall clean up day in October, most of the trash 
was cleaned out of the woods surrounding 
the church but was left in piles. This year, we 
ordered a dumpster on site so the non-metal 
trash could be picked up. We also cleaned out the church roof gutters.

The seasonal workers are expected to arrive mid-June so SMG will 
provide new missalettes, rosaries, and prayer books for their use. 
We plan to welcome parishioners with a fiesta at their first Mass of 
the season. St. Maria Goretti will also be working with the Diocesan 
Building Commission on larger plans to fix up the church.

Please check out the St. Maria Goretti website and bulletin for 
more details, as well as online registration and volunteer signup.

For more information, contact Terri Kysely at 608-268-2971 or 
terri.kysely@stmariagoretti.org.


