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On June 12, we recognized the 60 year anniversary of the founding of St. Maria Goretti Parish. 
We celebrated with Mass followed by an ice cream social in the Parish Hall.
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THANK YOU - GOLFERS AND SPONSORS
By Terri Kysely, Events Coordinator & Assistant to Director of Pastoral Care

It was a beautiful day for more than 80 golfers at our annual Golf Outing at 
Hawk’s Landing on August 5. Thank you to Jeff and Sue Haen for donating the 
use of their golf course, to Tom Horky for chairing the event, and to everyone 
who participated. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
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Four-person scramble winning team: 
(left to right) Tom Horky, Steve Statsick, 
Todd Cox, and Jed Sanborn

Thank You Sponsors:
• Buye Law Office
• Byce & Worman Family 

Dentistry
• Chalet Landhaus Inn
• Chase Lumber
• Dave Jones, Inc.
• First Business Bank
• First Choice Dental
• Gunderson Funeral & 

Cremation
• Hausmann-Johnson 

Insurance 
• Hooper Corporation
• Knights of Columbus 

#4527
• Ron & Deborah Krantz
• Lake Mills Cleaners

• Lycon
• Madison Investment 

Advisors
• Kristi & Jay Morgan
• Northwestern 

Mutual 
• PKK Lighting Inc
• RSM US
• Settlers Bank
• Suburban Drywall Inc.
• Mark & Karen Sweeney
• Tallard Apartments LLC
• Verona Safety Supply Inc.
• Wisconsin Distributors

Thank You Volunteers:
• Katie Roellig Bast
• Sue Haen
• Jane Henneberry
• Pam Horky
• Clare Kysely
• Ann Roberts
• Peter Webb

Special Event Winners:
• Closest to the Water with Drive 

w/o Going In: Dan Horinek 
• Longest Putt: Dan Delaney
• Longest Putt: Sean Burket
• Longest Drive: Tom Sheahan
• Closest to the 150 yd. Marker: 

Fr. Steve Brunner
• Closest to the Pin in Two: 

Jed Sanborn
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BIG ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND 
NEW ADVENTURES
By Fr. Scott Emerson, Parochial Administrator

Summer always seems to f ly by – I’m guessing, with everything 
that goes on during the summer, that our families would agree. 
I believe the same can be said for our family of faith.

As you look through this fall edition of Gatherings, you will see all the wonderful 
things we have going on at St. Maria Goretti. Although you have probably heard 
the phrase “more is not always better,” it is my belief that with all of the prayer 
opportunities, ministries, and events offered at St. Maria Goretti, grounded in the 
faith of Jesus Christ, it is far better to have more of that which helps us to grow in 
love and knowledge of our faith. I’ll touch on just a few of the things we had going 
on this summer and some of the exciting things we have coming up.

The Installation Mass of the fifth bishop of the Diocese of Madison, Bishop Donald 
Hying, was truly the highlight of the summer, and moreover, a highlight of St. 
Maria Goretti’s 60 year history. No other parish in the Diocese of Madison has 
ever hosted an Installation Mass for a Bishop and it would rarely happen in any 
other diocese. It was an incredible honor and privilege to host such an event and 
to welcome Bishop Hying to our diocese and our parish. Pulling off an event of 
this magnitude, with such f lawlessness, was by God’s grace and through countless 
hours of hard work and dedication. Much of the success of the event was due to 
those who spent hours of planning, cleaning, and landscaping, as well as those who 
volunteered as greeters and ushers, and many others who played an important role. 
It was truly incredible to witness. I will never forget that event and all those who 
helped. More importantly, God will never forget it.

After the Installation, parish life continued at a feverish pitch. The staff unveiled a 
number of projects over the summer. To start, we have a new online giving platform 
through WeShare. The previous system, which we had for a number of years, lacked 
the updates and usability to move forward. With any new platform, there may be 
a few snags, and we are grateful for your patience. Yet, the feedback from those 
who have already switched over and those who use it to make school payments or 
register for events have been positive. To echo this success, we are excited about 
launching our new website in early September. 

Recently, we concluded the second session of “Fr. Scott’s Summer Book Club.” One 
attendee said, “Thank you for putting this on! It was a great opportunity to grow in 
faith and holiness as a community. The 1.5 hours f lew by, and I look forward to the 
next session.” I hope that you will join us next time and that Book Club continues to 
grow. Rumor has it that “Fr. Bill’s Book Club” will be next!

Most importantly, no matter the time of day nor the time of year, may we always be 
focused on Christ, His Life, His Love, and His Truth. We accomplish this through 
daily devotions – sometimes privately and sometimes communally. For communal 
devotions, I’m overjoyed to see the continual growth in attendance at Thursday 
Adoration and Evening Prayer, along with those who attend daily Mass, the Divine 
Mercy Prayer Cenacle, and pray the Rosary.

Thank you all for your support and patience over these last few months as I continue 
to settle into life at St. Maria Goretti. Please know of my prayers for all of you.

In Christ, 

Fr. Scott Emerson 
Parochial Administrator

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

PHOTO REEL
Do you have a great photo you took at St. 
Maria Goretti? We are always looking for more 
images to post on social media, in the bulletin, 
or in Gatherings. Email your photos to Kristin 
at kristin.vanevenhoven@stmariagoretti.org, 
for the chance for your photo to appear online 
or in our print materials.

This summer, Deacon Jerome 
and Deacon Dick celebrated 
the 15-year-anniversary of their 
ordination. We are very grateful 
for their continued service.

Students from Youth Ministry 
prayed a rosary for the unborn at 
an abortion clinic.

We recognized our amazing 
volunteers who helped with 
all the events surrounding the 
Installation of Bishop Hying 
with a celebratory “Thank You 
Cookout” at the Rectory.
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TOGETHER IN CHRIST
By Dianne Metz, Assistant Principal

We have been blessed with a great start 
to the 2019-2020 school year at St. Maria 
Goretti. With shiny f loors and rested 
teachers we greeted our students on 
August 26 to another faith-filled year.

Our theme this year is “Together in Christ” which 
encapsulates exactly what we’re trying to do as we work 
together to accomplish our motto of Living in Faith, Growing 
in Character and Loving Each Other.

Our teachers participated in a retreat with this same theme, 
“Together in Christ” with the help of renowned Catholic 
Speaker and author, Jon Leonetti. Our teachers were 
rejuvenated and uplifted by this very special experience. We 
are excited to use this enthusiasm to carry us into this year.

Last school year we spent a considerable amount of time 
researching Literacy programs for our school. We are excited 
to have adopted the innovative Pearson myView Literacy 
program in grades 3-5 and myPerspectives Literacy in grades 
6-8. Both of these programs provide a balanced approach 
to teaching reading, writing, speaking, and listening. This 
program blends print and technology in a student-centered, 
teacher-inspired classroom. It is interactive and engaging. 
It incorporates meaningful activities and purposeful tasks 
to improve both writing and comprehension. This program 
encourages social collaboration and learning through 
individual goal setting. Our teachers have participated in 
trainings over the summer and are eager to start sharing 
this program with our students.

Our K-2 students will continue with the newly updated 
Superkids reading program, which will give our students 
the strong basic building blocks needed for their reading 
development. 

We have had a few 
additions and changes to 
our staff this school year. 
We welcome two new 
second grade teachers, 
Miss Molly Tranel and 
Miss Tessa Utter, both 
graduates of Loras College. 
Mrs. Brigette Banaszak is 
moving from second grade 
to teach third grade. 

Please join us in 
welcoming these new 
teachers to St. Maria 
Goretti.

SCHOOL NE WS

VESPERS AND MASS OF INSTALLATION OF 
BISHOP HYING HELD AT ST. MARIA GORETTI

Miss Molly Tranel

Miss Tessa Utter

As part of his installation as the fifth Bishop of Madison, 
Bishop Donald J. Hying took part in Vespers (Evening 
Prayer) on June 24 at St. Maria Goretti Church. Here 
Bishop Hying knocks on the doors of the church and is 
then greeted by Diocesan Administrator, Msgr. James 
Bartylla, who is accompanied by the priests in the Diocese 
of Madison who make up the College of Consultors. The 
Evening Prayer happened on the Solemnity of the Nativity 
of St. John the Baptist. In his homily, Bishop Hying called 
on the intercession of St. John the Baptist as we affirm 
Jesus as Lord and go forth to make disciples of all nations. 
(Catholic Herald photo/Brian Payne)

Source: www.madisoncatholicherald.org

On June 25, Bishop Donald J. Hying was installed as the 
fifth Bishop of Madison at St. Maria Goretti Church. 
During the Mass, Apostolic Nuncio to the United States 
Archbishop Christophe Pierre read the Apostolic Letter 
from Pope Francis announcing Bishop Hying as the new 
bishop. Bishop Hying was then presented with the miter 
and crozier and led to the cathedra (chair), a sign that he 
now serves as the shepherd of the Diocese of Madison. 
(Catholic Herald photos/Brian Payne)

Source: www.madisoncatholicherald.org
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ADULTS PREPARING TO BECOME CATHOLIC
By Sr. Denise Herrmann, CSA, Pastoral Associate & Director of Liturgy and RCIA

Our parish has an eager group of adults this fall who are making inquiries into 
becoming Catholic. For various reasons, they desire this change in their lives. They 
are gathering together with the parish RCIA Team to ask their questions, to grow in 
faith, and to learn the Catholic way of life. 

The process of preparation to become a Catholic follows the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults (RCIA for short). There are several aspects to RCIA, namely:

• Getting to know Jesus Christ and conversing with him in prayer

• Reflecting on Scripture passages, especially those of the Sunday liturgy

• Learning to offer their lives to God in the Eucharistic sacrifice and in their daily 
lives

• Learning the faith traditions and doctrines of the Catholic Church

• Entering into the life of the parish community by attending Mass and parish 
events

• A Catholic sponsor who walks with the RCIA candidate throughout the process

THE EFFECT OF THESE RITES ON OUR PARISH
RCIA is a time for reflection on how God is leading our lives, not only for those who 
are becoming Catholic, but for all of us. The parish community can be profoundly 
touched and changed by witnessing these new people stepping forward in faith. As 
the parish community prays for and with those who are in RCIA, many parishioners 
sense the call to examine their own lives to make alterations to grow more in being 
a close friend and disciple of Jesus Christ.   

RCIA IS FOR ADULTS:
• Who have never been baptized into a faith tradition

• Who have been baptized in another Christian tradition, but desire to become 
Catholic

• Who have been baptized Catholic but have had no further preparation and 
opportunity for the reception of First Communion and Confirmation.

There is still time to be a part of this year’s group. For more information, contact 
Sr. Denise at sr.denise.herrmann@stmariagoretti.org or 608-268-2960.

LITURGIC AL MINISTRY

MUSIC MINISTRY - JOIN US
By Denise Gorman, Coordinator of Liturgical Music

Music in the liturgy fosters the full and active participation of the assembly and 
expresses and strengthens the faith that is in us. As a community of faith, we sing 
together of our love for God, and our song forms an integral part of our worship.

At St. Maria Goretti, we have four active choirs, which sing at the 5:15 p.m. Mass on 
Saturday, the 9 a.m., 11 a.m., and 5:15 p.m. Masses on Sunday, and during funeral 
liturgies. We use cantors as leaders of music at the liturgies when the choirs are 
not singing.  Also there is need for organists and others who are proficient on the 
keyboard as instrumentalists play an important part in the liturgy.

For more information and to get involved, contact Denise Gorman at 608-268-2982 
or denise.gorman@stmariagoretti.org.
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PASTORAL CARE EVENTS - COMING THIS FALL
By Deacon Jerome Buhman, Director of Pastoral Care

 

Rest in Peace
+

Margaret “Peggy” Beyers 
June 23, 2019

Carol Riddiough 
July 2, 2019

Elizabeth “Bette” Foley 
July 5, 2019

James “Jim” Leonard 
July 13, 2019

Frederick “Fritz” Rauls 
July 27, 2019

Ellen Martin 
August 18, 2019

Grant Langer 
August 17, 2019

+

Eternal rest grant to them, 
O Lord; and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.

May these souls, and the souls 
of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace.

PASTOR AL C ARE

FALL BEREAVEMENT SESSIONS
Wednesdays, September 18 - October 16 
7 - 8:30 p.m. 
Church Conference Room

This five-week series offers those who have lost a loved one a 
place to learn about grief within the context of their faith and 
to share their personal experience. Whether your loss is recent 
or not so recent we invite you to join us for this special series.

FIRST TUESDAY BREAKFASTS
Following the 8 a.m. Mass

All are invited to our First Tuesday Breakfasts following the 8 a.m. Mass in 
the Parish Hall. Please bring a food item to share; coffee will be provided.
Check out the speaker lineup for the Fall 2019 Series:

MASS WITH ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Wednesday, October 16 
11 a.m. Mass, lunch follows

Mass with Anointing of the Sick is held twice a year 
(typically May and October) at 11 a.m. with lunch following 
in the Parish Hall. If you would like to participate, contact 
Deacon Jerome or Terri Kysely.

Care team members visiting 
with a parishioner.

PASTORAL CARE VISITS
If you know someone in the 
hospital, a care center, or 
homebound who would like a visit 
from a member of our Pastoral 
Care team, please contact:

Deacon Jerome at 608-268-2976 or 
jerome.buhman@stmariagoretti.org

Terri Kysely at 608-219-3652 or 
terri.kysely@stmariagoretti.org
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FOOD PANTRY AT THE CENTER - INCREASED 
HOURS AND NEEDS
By Deacon Dick Martin, Outreach Coordinator

FOOD PANTRY AT THE MEADOWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER
Since the Meadowood Neighborhood Center was remodeled a couple years ago, 
there has been a food pantry for the area’s senior citizens located in the Center and 
open on Thursdays from 11:15 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Recently, the Center decided to make the food pantry available 
to everyone in the area on Tuesdays from 6 - 7:30 p.m. and on 
Saturdays from 12:30 - 2:30 p.m. while retaining the seniors-
only time on Thursdays. People may come once per week and 
all that is asked of them is to fill out the Center’s paperwork.

As you can imagine with the pantry now serving 700 families 
per month, the need for food and other items has increased dramatically. The 
Meadowood Neighborhood Center has reached out to neighboring churches and 
businesses to help support the pantry and our neighbors in need.

SUPPORT THE FOOD PANTRY AT SMG
With the approval of the Outreach Commission and our St. Vincent de Paul 
conference, St. Maria Goretti will be supporting this food pantry by using our red 
bins and collecting food and other items for the pantry on the weekend of the first 
Sunday of each month starting the weekend of September 1. Contributions placed 
in the red bins during the other weekends of the month will continue to go to the St. 
Vincent de Paul Food Pantry.

The Meadowood Food Pantry can easily get food from the Community Action 
Coalition (CAC) and Second Harvest but they have a great need for items that 
people cannot get through the SNAP (food stamps) program such as:

• Paper products like paper towels, napkins, and toilet paper

• Cleaning supplies

• Personal care items - soap, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, etc.

• Feminine hygiene products

• Baby products such as diapers, wipes and formula

(The St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry is always in need of these items as well.)

Please continue to be generous in helping our neighbors in need with your 
donations to the Meadowood and St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantries.

To learn more about the Outreach Ministry at St. Maria Goretti, contact Deacon 
Dick Martin at 608-268-2956 or dick.martin@stmariagoretti.org.

Food Pantry at the Meadowood Neighborhood Center

OUTRE ACH MINISTRY

CAMBRIA MISSION 
UPDATES
Through a grant from the 
Diocesan Annual Catholic Appeal 
and our Outreach Fund, the 
Queen of Americas Mission in 
Cambria now has new doors for 
the church.

The church was also given other 
supplies such as a 10 ft. ladder 
to change lights, new metal 
cabinets to store church supplies, 
and new missalettes, rosaries, 
and bibles.

On Sunday, July 21, we celebrated 
these updates with a Mass 
including a blessing of the new 
doors. Special thanks to Tom and 
Colin Wildenborg for installing 
the much-needed new doors for 
the church.

Old Doors

New Doors
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PARISH LIFE & E VENTS

Presale Tickets

To purchase tickets with a Credit/Debit Card or Direct Withdrawal 
visit our website at www.stmariagoreetti.org 

Questions?

Contact Terri Kysely at 608-219-3652 or terri.kysely@stmariagoretti.org
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RELIGIOUS EDUC ATION

WHAT’S NEW FOR FIRST RECONCILIATION 
AND FIRST HOLY COMMUNION?
By Margaret Breunig Clark, Director of Religious Education

Starting this fall, the Diocese of Madison wants all parishes to provide 8-10 hours of 
preparation outside of the classroom for both the Sacrament of Reconciliation and 
First Holy Communion.

Along with Father Scott and the Faith Formation Commission, the Religious 
Education staff is excited to introduce new learning opportunities for both parents 
and children. Some of these opportunities include:

SERVICE COMPONENT
Just as service hours are required for Confirmation, two hours of family service 
hours will be required for these two Sacraments. Family service hours could 
include: making blankets at the annual Blanket Bee, volunteering at a fish fry or 
pancake breakfast, or helping out at the annual Feed My Sheep event.

FIRST RECONCILIATION PREPARATION
Parents are invited to listen to the talk Confession, by Fr. Larry Richards, to enhance 
their understanding of God’s great gift of mercy. Parents are also asked to read the 
book or listen to the talk 7 Secrets of Confession, by Vinny Flynn. Both talks can be 
found on FORMED.

FIRST COMMUNION PREPARATION
Parents are asked to watch two videos on the Presence video series on FORMED 
to enhance their understanding of God’s great gift of the Eucharist. Specifically, 
the parents will watch “Session 2 – The Story of the Eucharist” and “Session 3 – 
Bread for the Journey.” Families will participate in a Symbol Fair, which includes a 
scavenger hunt in the Church. This hunt will help families identify and name the 
different liturgical items used during Mass. Children will have the opportunity to 
do a re-enactment of the Last Supper so they understand how we re-present the 
Last Supper at every Mass.

INTERVIEW
The children, along with their parents, will be interviewed by a staff member before 
receiving each Sacrament. This will give families an opportunity to grow together 
in their Catholic identity and to ask any questions they may have.

Please join me in supporting and praying for our First Reconciliation and First Holy 
Communion families as they embark on this important and wonderful step in their 
faith journeys. 

For more information, contact Margaret Breunig Clark at 608-271-3732 or 
margaret.clark@stmariagoretti.org.

FORMED
St. Maria Goretti offers all 
parishioners, Religious Education 
families, and school families 
free access to FORMED.

FORMED is an online 
subscription service to the best 
Catholic teaching videos, books, 
and audio talks to deepen your 
relationship with Christ and his 
Church.

Register for free today!

• Visit Formed.org

• Click “Enter Code” to register 
with your free Parish Code 
(Parish Code: VD4MNH)

• Enter your information and 
create a password

 
Please consider watching or 
listening to the same resources as 
our Sacramental families:
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PREPARING FOR CONFIRMATION
By Melissa Coleman, Director of Youth Ministry

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION: BEGINS SOON
Who: All 9th graders and any other high school student not yet confirmed and 
wanting to be, may join the program.

What: Classes will prepare students to receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit in the 
Sacrament of Confirmation.

Why: To give students God’s grace to help them navigate in our world and live a 
life with true meaning and purpose.

When: Sessions will be held in the school, either 1) Sunday mornings beginning 
with 9 a.m. Mass and class from 10:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. OR 2) Attend the weekend 
Mass of your choice and class from 6:30 - 8 p.m. on Sunday evening.

We are still in need of small group leaders: All materials are provided and adult 
formation has been built into our schedule. This is a great way to increase your 
knowledge and faith while passing it on to the future of the Church. 

WHAT ABOUT MIDDLE SCHOOL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION?
During the three middle school years, students in the Middle School Religious 
Education program will be taught the foundational teachings of the Catholic 
Church and be better prepared to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.

For example, we say the Creed at every Sunday Mass but do we really know 
what it means? Lessons for 6th graders will focus on the Creed, as well as the 
Commandments. 7th graders will dive further into the Commandments as well as 
the Sacraments. 8th graders will cover all this as well as prepare for Confirmation.

We are also looking for middle school catechists. If you are interested in deepening 
your knowledge and passing on the faith, please consider joining our team. Lesson 
plans are already made and adult formation is built into our schedule.

For more information, contact Melissa Coleman at 608-298-2098 or 
melissa.coleman@stmariagoretti.org.

YOUTH MINISTRY

MEET MELISSA - 
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY
Melissa Coleman joined St. Maria Goretti in June as Director of 
Youth Ministry. Melissa and her family moved to Madison from 
Fort Atkinson, WI two years ago where she was the Religious 
Education Coordinator for middle and high school at St. Joseph 

Parish. They enjoy the Wisconsin summers and after 13 years in the state, they are 
still getting used to the Wisconsin winters.

Melissa graduated from the University of Texas at Austin. She taught high school 
science and coached volleyball and basketball before quitting to stay home to raise 
their three children, now ranging in age from 18 to 23 years old. The Coleman family 
are avid sports fans, specifically the Houston Texans and Rockets, the Longhorns, 
UofA Razorbacks, UT Vols and, of course, the Packers and Badgers.

Melissa’s background in secondary education, raising three children, and a love 
and passion for the Catholic faith prepares her to build a strong and consistent 
catechetical foundation in our middle school and high school programs. She is 
eager to get the new school year started.

YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATE
Work has begun to establish an 
identity with several teens this 
summer which will lead to a fun 
and faith-filled year.

What is Youth Ministry?

Youth Ministry offers opportunities 
for middle and high school students 
to encounter Christ through prayer, 
sacraments, and service.

Our purpose is to know, love, and 
serve God to spend eternity with 
Him in heaven.

Join Us!

We will meet the first and third 
Wednesday of the month from 
7:30-9 p.m. to continue our learning 
and growing in faith in community 
with each other.

If you have any questions, contact 
Melissa at 608-298-2098 or melissa.
coleman@stmariagoretti.org.

This summer, Youth Ministry 
students and staff participated 
in a week of service, prayer, and 
fellowship, through the diocesan 
program, “Love Begins Here.”
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FAITH & FELLOWSHIP

YOUNG ADULT UPDATE
By Kevin Wondrash, Young Adult Volunteer Coordinator

The Young Adult Group at St. Maria Goretti is looking forward 
to the rest of 2019 after a busy and active summer.

Monday nights meant Team SMG taking on all comers in the 
diocesan young adult Monday Night Sports League. Against 
the likes of teams from Blessed Sacrament, St. Paul’s, and 
Cathedral Parish, along with teams from the east and west side 
of Madison, we racked up a 5-4-1 record playing kickball, soccer 
ultimate Frisbee, f lag football, and softball.

In July, we embraced the great outdoors with a day trip to 
Governor Dodge State Park in Dodgeville. We spent time 
hiking, enjoying lunch, and making new friends. 

We also made our way to downtown Madison for some Jesus 
and dessert time at “Adoration and Ice Cream.”

Coming up in the rest of the year, we have game nights, new 
spiritual outreach opportunities, and our annual Advent/
Christmas Party. 

We’re also continuing events such as First Friday Adoration, 
volunteering at bingo with residents at All Saints Assisted 
Living and Memory Care, and playing team trivia.

Everyone in their 20s and 30s, married, single, or discerning, is 
welcome to join us! For more information on the group, email 
Kevin at stmariagorettiyoungadults@gmail.com or check out 
the Facebook page “St. Maria Goretti Young Adults.”

Young Adults enjoying ice cream at the Chocolate Shoppe, 
following Adoration time at Holy Redeemer in Madison.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
STUDIES - COMING THIS FALL
By Al Lorenz, Adult Faith Formation Volunteer Coordinator

As we move into “Back to School” season, many parishioners 
are wondering what St. Maria Goretti has planned for Adult 
Faith Formation this time of year.

We were busy this summer, offering the study 
series, “A Biblical Walk Through the Mass,” 
which was well received. We also introduced 
“Father Scott’s Summer Book Club, with nearly 
250 books sold and 50 participants joining us 
for the book discussions.

Coming this fall, we are offering two great 
scriptural series, “The Bible Timeline:” 3-Part Study 
(24 Sessions) and “Mary:” 8-Week Video Series.

We are also working on our Evangelical 
Catholic mission. Training sessions for 
small group leaders will take place this 
fall, and small groups will be forming 
during Lent.

As you can see, we’re offering many study 
opportunities for adults to grow in their 
faith just as our children are growing 
through their classes.

For more information, please visit our 
website or contact the parish office at 
608-271-7421.

Parishioners gather in the Parish Hall for “Father Scott’s 
Summer Book Club.”

CAREFREE YEARS UPDATE
By Del Viney, Carefree Years Volunteer Coordinator

Carefree Years is a social group for men and women who are 
55-years-old and older. The board is comprised of 12 members 
who meet twice a year to plan and organize events. There is 
room on the board for three more members. Please consider 
joining our team to bring some new ideas and faces.

Our opening event for the year will be our Potluck Supper, 
held on Wednesday, September 18 at 5 p.m. in the Parish Hall. 
Dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m. Please bring a dish to pass. 
If you would like to attend, please contact Sue McDonald 
at 608-848-8476.

Coming later this fall, we will have a Pizza Party on 
Wednesday, October 9 at 5 p.m in the Parish Hall. On 
Wednesday, December 11, all are invited to lunch with the 
Prime Timers at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.

For more information, contact Del Viney at 608-271-8656  
or djvmusicman57@gmail.com.
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BEGINNING PRIESTLY MINISTRY
By Fr. Bill Van Wagner, Parochial Vicar

I want to express my gratitude to all St. 
Maria Goretti parishioners for welcoming 
me so warmly and making me feel right at 
home here.

The first few weeks of my ministry have been beautiful and 
busy. I have enjoyed meeting you all after Mass, chatting over 
coffee and donuts, and serving you as a priest. 

Having grown up only just a few minutes away, it was an 
honor and a surprise to receive the call telling me I had been 
assigned to St. Maria Goretti. As you may know, I grew up at 
Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish. After finishing high school, 
I began to feel the call to the priesthood for the first time. I 
was working at Camp Gray for the summer and was unsure 
about what I really wanted to do for my life. Concerned by 
this uncertainty, I turned to prayer to seek answers. It was 
through time spent in Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 
adoring our Lord present in the Eucharist, that I came to the 
understanding that God wanted me to be a priest.

I began seminary formation with four years of undergraduate 
philosophy studies at St. Mary’s University in Winona, MN. 
Upon graduation, I was sent to Rome to begin theology 
studies at the Pontifical North American College. After a 
couple of years overseas, I returned to the U.S. to complete my 
studies at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit, MI.

The journey through seminary was long and at times rather 
arduous. But through it all I felt certain that the hand of God 
was guiding me along the way. I’m filled with joy that the 
long road finally led to the priesthood and to be assigned to 
this great parish. 

In addition to ordinary priestly duties at St. Maria Goretti I 
have been tasked with overseeing young adult and adult faith 
formation. Be on the lookout for upcoming Bible Studies, 
educational opportunities, and small groups through our 
Evangelical Catholic program.

NEW ONLINE GIVING SYSTEM
By Emilia Rothgery, Bookkeeper

On July 27, we switched to a new online giving website. We made this decision 
because it provides you with the following benefits:

• After you make your first donation, you can set up your own account, and 
manage it from your own computer. You can login at any time to access your 
account information and donation history.

• You have more options for payment methods, including checking/savings 
direct withdrawal, credit card, or debit card. Credit/debit card payments are a 
new option that was not previously offered in the old system. 

• The new system offers more ways to give online – Sunday envelopes, second 
collections, school and religious education fees, and event registrations – are 
all available on our new online giving website.

• You can be assured of the highest level of safety and security in the treatment 
of your financial information.

Online giving in the new system is easy:

• Visit our website, and click “Give Online”

• Select the collection(s) of your choice. 

• Set up your donation and enter your payment information. 

• After your first donation, create an account for future access.

School and Religious Education payments can also be made in our online giving 
system, and accessed through those web pages. For more information, contact 
Maria Dulli at maria.dulli@stmariagoretti.org or 608-271-7551.

We hope you’ll find the new system an easy and secure way to manage your giving. 
If you have any questions or need help setting up your account, contact Emilia 
Rothgery at emilia.rothgery@stmariagoretti.org or 608-271-7421.

NEW SMG WEBSITE 
COMING SOON
St. Maria Goretti’s website will be 
updated in September. It has a new 
design and layout, but the website url 
will be the same.

Visit www.stmariagoretti.org to 
keep an eye out for the new look.
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EVENTS DATE TIME

First Tuesday Breakfast Sept 3, Oct 1, Nov 5 8:45am

Pancake Breakfast Sun, Sept 8 7:30am - 12:30

Facilities Work Day Sat, Oct 12 8am - 12pm

Mass with Anointing Wed, Oct 16 11am - 1pm

Wine Tasting Thurs, Oct 24 6:30 - 8:30pm

Mass of Remembrance Wed, Nov 6 7pm

Blanket Bee Sat, Nov 16 9am - 12pm

Cookie Decorating Sun, Dec 15 8am - 1pm

Gatherings is a quarterly publication for St. Maria 
Goretti Catholic Church. Read Gatherings online at 
www.stmariagoretti.org.

For more information or to submit an article, please 
contact Kristin Vanevenhoven at 608-268-2957 or 
kristin.vanevenhoven@stmariagoretti.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS

5313 Flad Avenue 
Madison, WI 53711

CONTACT 
608-271-7421 
parish@stmariagoretti.org

WEBSITE 
www.stmariagoretti.org

FOLLOW US

Please check out the St. Maria Goretti website and bulletin for 
more event details as well as volunteer signups.

For more information, contact Terri Kysely at 608-268-2971 or 
terri.kysely@stmariagoretti.org.

FUN TIMES AT THE 
CHURCH PICNIC
St. Maria Goretti’s Old Fashioned 
Church Picnic was a huge success. 
The picnic was held on Sunday, 
August 18. It began with Mass at 
11am, followed by food, live music, 
and fellowship in the Parish Hall.

It was moved from its original 
outdoor location at Holy Name 
Heights to the Parish Hall due 
to rain and thunderstorms that 
morning. Despite the weather, 
parishioners – young and old – 
had a wonderful time.


