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On Sunday evenings our priests pray Solemn Evening Prayer. Additionally, on weekdays they pray Morning and Evening Prayer. 
We welcome everyone to pray along with the priests in the church or join them virtually through Facebook. More info on page 8

Gatherings - Fall 2020   |   Volume 24, Issue 3

INSIDE THIS ISSUE...
From the Pastor’s Desk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

School News . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Liturgical Life  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Pastoral Care . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Outreach Ministry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Parish News . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6-7

Faith Formation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8-9

Parish Life  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10-11

Read about this 
year’s RCIA process 
on page 4

Read parishioner’s 
stories from LBH 
on page 8-9

Did you know 
about the lilies? 
See page 11

NEW OPPORTUNITIES IN MUSIC MINISTRY
By Marco Melendez, Director of Music

Greetings all! I would like to thank 
all of you for your warm welcome to 
the Madison area and to the St. Maria 
Goretti Catholic Church family. These 
past two months have been very busy 
with my relocating from Illinois to 
Madison, planning, playing, and 
singing for all weekend liturgies since 
July 1, and planning for what I believe 
will be a very interesting but prayerful 
upcoming choral season.

Much has changed in our world 
over the past six months. However, 
I am looking forward to offering my 
talents to you and others to assist in 
enhancing the prayer life of all who 
attend Mass at St. Maria Goretti. 

I am extremely delighted to introduce 
you to the many offerings available 
within the Music Ministries at St. 

Maria Goretti. While many of our 
offerings are currently on hold due to 
the pandemic, there are some that are 
available now. This includes:

• Women’s Schola

• Men’s Schola

• Choral Scholars

The Scholas are two non-auditioned 
choirs that predominantly focus on 
the singing of Gregorian chant or 
plainsong.

The Choral Scholars is an auditioned 
semi-professional chamber choir. 
Membership for each ensemble is 
limited due to the need for social 
distancing in the choir loft. However, 
as we have a large loft, we are able to 
welcome many new members to each 
ensemble. 

Music Ministry continued on page 10
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DEAR FAMILY OF FAITH
By Fr. Scott Emerson, Parochial Administrator

Parish life in the summer tends to be a bit slower with no school in 
session, and yet this summer is packed with preparations in an ever-

changing landscape. Although we have seen less foot traffic through our doors due to the 
care and caution people are taking concerning COVID-19, the priests and staff continue 
to remain busy with prayers, protocols, communication, and remaining ever accessible. 

The parish office is open Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. The church is 
open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. everyday except Saturday. The Sacrament of Confession is 
available before every Mass and for three hours on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. 
The priests continue to pray the Liturgy of the Hours publicly on weekday mornings 
and evenings, and recently, we have begun chanting Solemn Evening Prayer on Sunday 
evenings. The sacramental life and prayer opportunities, moments when we truly come 
in contact with God’s grace, are readily available to our parish family.

For eight weeks over the summer, the Love Begins Here (LBH) core team made SMG 
their home. It was exciting to have these young adults filling our parish and church 
with life, joining us for daily Mass, and leading our youth in prayer and service 
through the witness of St. Teresa of Calcutta. As you will read in this issue, a number 
of SMG parishioners were grateful for the mission work completed at their homes. 
After concluding their programming this summer, the LBH core team reflected on 
their time living and working at SMG. They loved being in close proximity to the 
sacraments, visiting with the priests, and finding the campus profoundly beautiful 
and spirituality enriching.

In regards to our school, I want to thank all the teachers and staff, particularly 
Mrs. Young and Mrs. Metz, as they strive every day to present a safe school. The school 
is founded on our priority that each and every child is a unique creation of God, 
worthy of the opportunity to develop to his/her fullest potential in a safe and caring 
environment. Please continue to pray and promote the success of our great school.

We are blessed to finally offer two sacraments of initiation. During the months of 
August and September, SMG rejoices with the students who are to receive their First 
Holy Communion. We are also privileged to host not one, but two Confirmation 
Masses this year. Bishop Hying has asked us to host an Extraordinary Form 
Confirmation Mass for the Latin Mass Society on August 27, and we will host our 
regional Confirmation Mass on September 27.

The priests continue to provide the opportunity to receive all the spiritual care that 
our parishioners need and desire for it is their “faith that helps them to grasp more 
deeply the mystery of suffering and to bear their pain with greater courage.” While 
we understand that there are certain protocols in place, particularly regarding 
COVID-19, it is nonetheless essential that the spiritual good of our parishioners be 
considered among the highest priorities. Please reach out if you or anyone you know 
is in need of the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

The beginning of Religious Education is fast approaching. Melissa Coleman, the 
Youth Ministry Coordinator, will be taking over all Religious Education this year. 
Understanding the challenges this year will bring, we are excited to offer the Family 
of Faith series where the entire family learns together and each student receives age-
appropriate lessons.

Summer has been anything but quiet at SMG. May all that we do be for the glory of 
God and the building up of his kingdom upon the rock of Peter.

PHOTO REEL
Do you have a great photo you took at St. Maria 
Goretti? We are always looking for more images 
to post on social media, in the bulletin, or in 
Gatherings. Please Email your photos to Kristin 
at kristin.vanevenhoven@stmariagoretti.org, 
for the chance for your photo to appear online 
or in our print materials.

SMG’s Love Begins Here high 
school group sorted donations and 
helped organize the food pantry at 
St. Vincent de Paul in Madison.

SMG young adults enjoyed 
fellowship time following their 
monthly Cor ad Cor event. 
More info on page 11.

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Fr. Vincent Racanelli, who stayed 
at SMG this spring to finish up his 
seminary studies remotely, was 
ordained a priest on June 26.
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TOGETHER IN CHRIST
By Dianne Metz, Assistant Principal

PREPARING FOR CHANGES
As with many aspects of the world right 
now, our preparation for the start of 
another academic school year at St. 
Maria Goretti is different. Our staff and 
students finished the last quarter of the 
2019-2020 school year learning remotely 
and finished the year strong. Since 
then, we have spent the better part of 
the spring and summer preparing for 
the safe return of our students to our 
building.

In early August we released our 
reopening plan to families based 
on the following categories: healthy 
classrooms, healthy buildings, healthy 
policies, healthy schedules, healthy 
activities, and healthy choices. This is 
our plan at the time this article was 
written, but we know we may have to 
pivot to another plan should things in 
our community change.

KEEPING OUR STUDENTS SAFE
Of highest priority is keeping our 
students safe. While we will be 
maintaining the integrity of our 
curriculum, we will also be focusing 
on the social, emotional, and spiritual 
well-being of our students.

Parents were able to choose either 
sending their child face-to-face or 
participating in extension learning 
(their child’s class lessons live streamed 
and recorded). Grouped in cohorts, 
students in the building will stay with 
the same group of students for the 
entire day and not intermingle with 
other students.

Many other mitigating factors were also 
put in place such as physical distancing, 
stringent cleaning regimens, and 
increased and dedicated hygiene. 
Though our school day may look 
different, our community spirit will live 
on as we practice fortitude.

WELCOMING NEW STAFF
We are excited to welcome the following 
staff members to our team this year. 
Mrs. Lauren Henderson will be our 
new guidance counselor. Mrs. June 
Machoian will be teaching fifth grade. 
Ms. Madeleine Nelson will be our new 
physical education teacher. Mrs. Colleen 
Martinelli will be our new first grade 
teaching assistant.

Please join us in welcoming these new 
teachers to our St. Maria Goretti staff! 

SCHOOL NE WS

Lauren Henderson

June Machoian

Madeleine Nelson

Colleen Martinelli

ADORATION PROCESSION - SPRING 2020
During last Spring, on March 13, the priests lead an Adoration procession for our 
students and staff. This was the first procession we had at our school. It began in the 
classrooms and ended in the church. It was an amazing experience for the students.

In each classroom, in front of the Real Presence of Christ in the Monstrance, Fr. Scott 
lead a decade of the Rosary and the Litany of Our Lady of Lourdes. The last line of the 
litany was particularly powerful for our students and staff.

“Grant us, your servants, we pray you, Lord God, to enjoy perpetual health 
of mind and body. By the glorious intercession of Blessed Mary ever Virgin, 
may we be delivered from present sorrows, and enjoy everlasting happiness. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.”
- Litany of Our Lady of Lourdes
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PATIENTLY WAITING TO BECOME CATHOLIC 
By Sr. Denise Herrmann, CSA, Pastoral Associate & Director of Liturgy and RCIA

Thank goodness there is an Easter 
Season—a whole season of the 50 Days 
of Easter to continue to reflect and 
deepen one’s spiritual life preparing 
oneself to become a member of the 
Catholic Church. It took the whole 
season this year with the pandemic 
shuttering churches during the holiest 
of times on the Catholic Church 
calendar. Usually the RCIA folks are 
initiated into the Catholic Church at the 
Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday evening.

Thank goodness for patience! RCIA 
Catechumen, Corey Hahn, waited 
patiently for the day that he could be 
baptized. Finally, the day came; it was 
Pentecost morning.

“I baptize you in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.”

With these words, Fr. Scott Emerson 
baptized Corey. He was then presented 
with the white garment of baptism 
and a baptismal candle signifying the 
light of faith that he is to keep burning 
brightly throughout his life.

Also patiently waiting for the time 
that they would be initiated into 
the Church were the adults already 
baptized in a different denomination. 
Their Profession of Faith in the Catholic 

Church happened on Pentecost morning 
or at a Mass during the week. 

“The Lord receives you into the 
Catholic Church. His loving 
kindness has led you here, so that 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
you may have full communion 
with us in the faith that you have 
professed in the presence of his 
family.”

With these words, Fr. Scott Emerson 
received Nicole Carr, Pedro Cruz III, 
Melissa Fioretti, Brendon O’Shea, and 
Todd Rupnow into Full Communion 
with the Catholic Church. 

“Be sealed with the Gift of the 
Holy Spirit.”

With these words, these six 
people received the sacrament of 
Confirmation, along with Lukas 
Parker, an adult Catholic who had never 
prepared for nor received Confirmation.  

The newly baptized and the newly 
received into the Church were able to 
receive the Eucharist for the first time. 
Thus, they completed their initiation 
into the Church. What a joyous occasion 
for them and for the whole parish! 

 

Rest in Peace
+

Robert Andringa 
May 29, 2020

Philip Schumacher 
July 4, 2020

George L. Larscheid 
July 16, 2020

+

Eternal rest grant unto them, 
O Lord; and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.

May these souls, and the souls 
of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace.

LITURGIC AL LIFE

RCIA Sponsor Chris Lawn, Fr. Scott Emerson, and Corey Hahn

Pedro Cruz III

Brendon O’Shea

Todd Rupnow
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PASTOR AL C ARE & OUTRE ACH MINISTRY

HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS DURING THE PANDEMIC
By Deacon Dick Martin, Outreach Coordinator

As I write this, the extra $600 per week 
in unemployment has expired. These 
families are hurting. Without the 
additional unemployment benefit most 
cannot cover their rent, much less pay 
for food, utilities, and gas for the car.

Food pantries such as those at St. 
Vincent de Paul and the Catholic 
Multicultural are being overwhelmed. 
Just last week, the St. Vincent de Paul 
food pantry served 150 families in one 
day—twice the number they served on 
an average day before the pandemic. 
The carryout meal programs at the Luke 
House and the Catholic Multicultural 
Center are also busy, likewise serving 
nearly twice as many meals as they did 
before COVID-19. Similarly, Pregnancy 
Helpline has seen an increased demand 
for diapers, wipes, and baby formula.

These organizations need our help to 
provide the basic necessities of life for 

families who are suffering because of 
the pandemic. It costs money to provide 
these essential items and services. If 
you can afford to do so, please help 
these organizations with your generous 
donations. Because these organizations 
have working relationships with 
manufacturers and wholesalers, our 
financial donations go much further 
and buy much more than we could by 
going to the store.

To donate online:

• St. Vincent de Paul - Madison: 
svdpmadison.org/donate

• Catholic Multicultural Center: 
cmcmadison.org/donate

• Luke House: lukehousemadison.
org/donate-online

• Pregnancy Helpline - Madison: 
pregnancyhelpline.net/donate

St. Maria Goretti is also working 
with Joining Forces for Families and 
neighboring churches to help families 
in the neighborhood stay in their 
homes by providing assistance with 
rent and utility payments. Donations to 
the Outreach Fund will help with this 
ministry.

You may contribute to the Outreach 
Fund online from our webpage at 
www.stmariagoretti.org/ministries/
outreach-ministry or by mailing in your 
contribution to the parish office in the 
blue Outreach envelope.

“For it is in giving that 
we receive.”
- St. Francis of Assisi

PASTORAL CARE TEAM - FINDING NEW WAYS TO SERVE
By Fr. Tony Thirumalareddy, Parochial Vicar

During this time, our Pastoral Care 
Team (Fr. Tony and Terri Kysely) have 
been serving our parishioners in new 
ways, since we are still unable to return 
to our normal in-person visits. However, 
we are able to administer the sacrament 
of Anointing of the Sick to those who 
are in need of it.

Being able to visit people in their time 
of need and to bring Holy Communion 
to them are the most enjoyable aspects 
of our pastoral care work. Seeing the 
smiles on the faces of those who receive 
Jesus is very rewarding.

There was one parishioner in particular 
who has been very sad since his wife 
died. He was feeling lonely and afraid. 

His health has been deteriorating, and 
he needed the Sacrament of Anointing 
of the Sick. He told us that he felt God’s 
healing through our visit and was so 
grateful for our presence that day. We 
are very glad to start making visits like 
this again.

Since the pandemic, we have introduced 
a few new things including publishing a 
pastoral care newsletter and delivering 
sunshine bags. We mail the newsletter 
out every couple of weeks to the 
households who usually receive visits 
from our team. Every week, we deliver 
a few sunshine bags filled with goodies, 
games, and other resources. These bags 
have brought so much joy to those who 
have received them.

Many of our parishioners are also 
connecting in other ways. They are 
talking on the phone with each other. 
They are sharing fruits and vegetables 
from their gardens.

Some parishioners have been able 
to return to Mass, but many of 
them, especially those who are most 
vulnerable, are waiting until there is less 
risk of getting sick. They miss receiving 
Jesus in the Eucharist.

We are looking forward to being able 
to visit with everyone and to have our 
parish community together again 
worshiping our Lord at Mass.
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PARISH NE WS

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

MIKE & MICKEY KRACH
Tell us a little bit about 
yourselves.

Mike and I have been 
married for 36 years 
(happily happily). Mike 
works for The Alliance, a 
company that helps employers 
save money with their employee 
health benefit plans. I am a retired 
Registered Nurse and loving every 
minute of it! We enjoy boating and 
traveling to sunny places surrounded by 
blue water especially during the winter.

How did you get involved with the SMG 
community?

When we moved to Fitchburg from Iowa 
in 2017, one of the first things we did 
was look for a church community. The 
first Mass that we attended in the area 
was at SMG and we’ve never left.

Favorite part about the SMG 
community?

Throughout our marriage, we have 
moved to a new town on average every 
four years. We have found SMG to be 
very welcoming and comfortable. Our 
favorite parts of the community are the 
people, priests, and staff.

In what ways do you volunteer at SMG?

We usually volunteer at events like the 
Lenten Fish Fry and Taste & Tap, as well 
as help with the parish mailings. I try 
to volunteer at SMG whenever and for 
whatever needs to be done as a way of 
meeting more people involved with 
the parish.

How has SMG impacted your lives?

SMG has taken us in and accepted us 
as part of its community. We have met 
so many God filled people here that 
through their example they encourage 
us to grow in our faith.

Why is it important to you to 
volunteer?

Since mid-March, Mike has 
been working from home. 
Volunteering gets me out 
of the house—need I say 

any more? Seriously though, 
volunteering fills a void for me. 

I’ve worked for 45 years and sitting 
around isn’t in my DNA.

What is your favorite memory from 
your volunteer experience?

I believe that Mike’s favorite memory 
has been interacting with the people 
who participate in the parish’s many 
events. I’m pretty sure that Fr. 
Scott’s Wine Tasting was one of the 
most memorable for him. My most 
memorable experience was volunteering 
at Bishop Hying’s Installation Mass. I 
truly felt that I was in God’s presence 
that day.

Why would you recommend that others 
get involved at SMG?

We’ve always believed that it is better 
to give than to receive. In giving of your 
time and talents, you gain so much 
in return. Volunteering allows you to 
meet new people and participate in new 
experiences. We’ve received so much 
from this community, which has so 
much to offer, and volunteering allows 
us to give something back.

What are your hopes for the future of 
SMG?

In these times of COVID-19, I am 
saddened to see so many unfilled pews 
at Sunday Mass. My hope is that this 
pandemic will pass soon and more of 
our community members will be able 
to return to celebrate the Eucharist 
in-person. We also hope that SMG 
continues to grow in liturgy and love.

CAMBRIA UPDATE
As seasonal workers have 
returned to work in the canning 
factories in Cambria, Masses 
are being celebrated for the 
community at Queen of Americas 
Mission.

A few weeks ago, Bishop Hying 
presided. We also distributed 
food collected at SMG.

Thanks to our Outreach Ministry 
team and parishioners for making 
this possible. 

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE - 
THANK YOU!
Thank you to everyone who helped 
make our St. Vincent de Paul 
School Supply Drive a success.

Our drive goes to stock the supply 
closets in our neighborhood 
schools. With your generosity, 
these teachers are able to make 
sure their students have the 
supplies they need.
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MARLA THOLE
Tell us a little bit about 
yourself.

We moved to Madison in 
1987. I graduated from 
nursing school in 1992, 
worked at St Mary’s Hospital 
for 30 years and recently took 
a position at UW Hospital. I am 
married and have two daughters. I enjoy 
exercising, spending time outdoors, and 
arts and crafts.

How did you get involved with SMG?

When we joined SMG in 1995, I 
volunteered in the Religious Education 
program (elementary grade levels) 
and assisted with summer vacation 
Bible school. As my girls got older, I 
transitioned to volunteering in Youth 
Ministry. After my girls graduated 
from high school, I stepped away from 
volunteering for several years in order 
to care for my parents, a blessing that 
I will always treasure. This past year I 
joined the Mazzuchelli Care Team and 
helped with the Sunday meals at the 
Catholic Multicultural Center. Most 
recently, I became a Safety Volunteer.

Favorite part about the SMG 
community?

Life is certainly challenging at times, 
so I appreciate having a place to gather 
with like-minded people who reinforce 
and share their insights of our Catholic 
faith. No matter what is going on in my 
life, I know I can always turn to SMG 
and the community here for support 
and advice.

Why is it important to you to volunteer?

The most rewarding thing about 
volunteering is that it allows you to 
put your faith into action and impact 

the life of someone else in a 
positive way. My motivation 

behind volunteering is 
reflected in Galatians 6:10, 
“So then, while we have the 
opportunity, let us do good 

to all, but especially to those 
who belong to the family of 

the faith.”

What is your favorite memory from 
your volunteer experience?

I enjoy spending time with people, 
listening to their life stories, and 
learning from them. 

Why would you recommend that others 
get involved at SMG?

Everyone has been given certain gifts 
and talents, and when you use them in 
the service of others, you never walk 
away disappointed. 

What are your hopes for the future of 
SMG?

I am looking forward to the day when 
all the members of our parish can safely 
return and we can all sing, praise, and 
worship as one community. 

“So then, while we have 
the opportunity, let us do 
good to all, but especially 
to those who belong to the 
family of the faith.”
- Galatians 6:10

If you know an amazing volunteer that you would like to see in the spotlight, 
please contact Kristin at 608-268-2957 or kristin.vanevenhoven@stmariagoretti.org.

MASS INTENTIONS
When a priest celebrates Mass 
each day, he offers each Mass for 
three intentions: 

• First, to offer the Mass 
reverently and validly in 
accord with the norms of the 
Church.

• Second, to offer the Mass in 
union with the whole Church 
and for the good of the whole 
Church.

• Third, to offer the Mass for 
a particular intention, such 
as the repose of the soul of 
someone who has died or a 
personal intention.

Offering a Mass for a loved one 
or a special intention is a long-
standing tradition in the Catholic 
Church. Similar to how we are 
able to intercede for others by our 
personal prayers, the Church is 
able to intercede for us through 
the celebration of the Mass. 

REQUESTS NOW ONLINE
If you would like to request a 
Mass for a loved one, you may 
submit the request online at 
stmariagoretti.org or stop by the 
parish office.

Mass intentions will also be 
posted on our website as soon as 
they have been confirmed.
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LITURGY OF THE HOURS - PRAYER OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH
By Fr. Bill Van Wagner, Parochial Vicar

Over the past number of 
months, each day we have 

streamed live, on our parish Facebook 
page, the priests praying together. 
This particular form of prayer is 
called the Liturgy of the Hours and is 
required of all priests and religious 
in the whole universal Church. The 
Church also strongly encourages the 
lay faithful to be acquainted with this 
beautiful prayer. 

The Liturgy of the Hours consists 
primarily of the recitation of the 
Psalms. Reciting the Psalms has 
long been a regular practice for the 
people of God. In fact, Jesus himself 
frequently prayed the Psalms. When 
Our Lord is suffering on the cross he 

cries out to the Father, “My God, My 
God, why have you abandoned me?”, 
a quote from Psalm 22.

The Liturgy of the Hours is comprised 
of five different times of prayer 
throughout the day: The Office of 
Readings, Morning Prayer, Daytime 
Prayer, Evening Prayer, and Night 
Prayer. 

At St. Maria Goretti, Morning Prayer 
and Evening Prayer are streamed 
live on our Facebook page Monday 
through Friday at 7:05 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

While the Liturgy of the Hours is most 
commonly recited, in its more solemn 
form the Psalms and prayers are sung. 
At the Second Vatican Council, the 

Bishops urged parishes to offer sung 
Evening Prayer on Sundays.

For this reason we have begun to 
offer sung Evening Prayer each 
Sunday at 6:30 p.m. in the church and 
live-streamed on Facebook. All are 
welcome to join us in the church or 
tune-in online.

“My God, my God, why have 
you abandoned me?”
- Psalm 22:2

FAITH FORMATION

LOVE BEGINS HERE AT SMG
Love Begins Here (LBH) was held at St. Maria Goretti in July. Our middle and high school students 
had a wonderful week serving our community. Read a few stories from our parishioners...

“We had a crew of high school students from Love Begins 
Here. The students went to different parishes in the 
Diocese of Madison. They stained our redwood outdoor 
furniture, put sealer on the storage shed, and spread all 
the bags of mulch we had positioned around the house. 
They worked very conscientiously and everything looked 
great when they finished.

It was fun talking to them and learning about the Love 
Begins Here program. We appreciated all the work they 
accomplished, plus it was so enjoyable to have these 
wonderful young people to visit with.

They were very inspiring!”
- Janet and Fred Powell
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FAITH FORMATION

FAMILY CATECHESIS MODEL FOR RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION
By Melissa Coleman, Religious Education Coordinator

Understanding the importance 
of continuing to grow in faith by 
strengthening and developing our 
relationship with Jesus, our Lord 
and Savior and each other, we have 
made modifications to our 2020-2021 
programming with safety and family 
f lexibility in mind.

Studies tell us that parents have the 
greatest impact in the spiritual habits 
of their children. Knowing this, and 
under our current circumstances and 
the directives from the diocese, we 
are excited to introduce the family 
catechesis model, which will minimize 
in person gatherings, but not lose them 
entirely, and aim to strengthen the faith 
in our homes.

In this model, families come together 
once a month for sessions. Parents 
will discuss the month’s topics and 
students will go to their grade-level 

classrooms to spend the hour reviewing 
the previous month’s lessons and going 
over the current month’s topics. Families 
will be given the month’s materials 
and then, throughout the month, the 
family will learn together at home with 
age-appropriate lessons and activities. 
There will be a lot of support, ideas, 
and materials to assist them. We will 
be offering in-person family sessions, 
following all safety guidelines, once a 
month at 4 or 6 p.m. If circumstances 
warrant, we have a plan in place for the 
monthly family session to go virtual. We 
will offer grade-level and family Zoom 
opportunities throughout the month. 
We are looking forward to helping our 
families grow in faith together!

Sacramental preparation for First 
Reconciliation and First Holy 
Communion and Confirmation has 
also been modified to minimize large 
in-person gatherings. We will offer in-

person sessions following all safety 
guidelines, for those desiring it, as well 
as alternative virtual options. 

While modifying programming, why 
not modify our registration! We have 
transitioned to an online registration 
and fee payment, which can be found 
on our website at stmariagoretti.org/
faith/religious-education. Registration 
will open September 1 and run through 
September 15.

We look forward to serving our SMG 
families and seeing you in October!

Family Reconciliation Service which 
includes receiving the sacrament and 
time for family prayer.

“A crew of five (four students and one team member) from Love 
Beings Here, pulled up at my home, calling out ‘Is this Miss Shirley?’ 
They were a lot of fun. They pruned the shrubs, trimmed the spireas 
and Korean spice viburnum, and bagged up all the yard waste and 
took it away for me.

While working, one of the students accidentally broke a shovel.  
He said he would replace it, but I discouraged it because it was old. 
The next day, I was surprised to see them all again! The doorbell 
rang, and they were all standing there, holding a new shovel, and 
singing Merry Christmas! They laughed and laughed. They just 
came from another site where they were pulling weeds. They were 
all having a blast.

Later that day, one of the students stopped by again with some 
groceries for me. I’ll definitely miss seeing this group of students.”
- Shirley Culp



Gatherings - Fall 2020  10 St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church

PARISH LIFE

If you are interested in participating, 
please visit our music ministry webpage 
to register today!

After the pandemic is over, the Music 
Ministry will also offer a number of 
other ensembles: 

• St. Maria Goretti Choir, a non-
auditioned choral ensemble for 
individuals ages high school +

• St. Dominic Savio Boychoir, for 
boys with unexpanded voices, or 
“unchanged voices,” grades 3-8

• St. Cecilia Girlchoir, for girls in 
grades 3-8

• Ensemble Novus, a non-auditioned, 
non-obligatory ensemble of singers 
and instrumentalists focusing 
primarily on the contemporary 
music of the Church

Our children’s choral program will 
offer young people the opportunity to 
profoundly expand their knowledge of 
healthy singing, musical literacy, music/
composer historiography, leadership, 
and liturgical studies. This is all offered 
through the Royal School of Church 
Music’s Voice for Life curriculum. More 
information regarding this program 
may also be found on the parish website.

As you can see, there is much to 
look forward to! The success of the 
ministry however will be based on your 
participation. If you enjoy singing, 
regardless of your past musical 
knowledge or vocal ability, I would love 
for you to join the St. Maria Goretti 
Catholic Church Music Ministry!

Should you have an interest in 
participating or would like more 

information regarding programming 
schedules once they are made available, 
please fill out the form on our music 
ministry webpage at stmariagoretti.org/
parish-life/music-ministries.

Information regarding all programming 
will be made available online on the 
parish website. 

In the meantime, should you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact me 
by phone or email at 608-268-2976 or 
marco.melendez@stmariagoretti.org.

“Those who sing once, 
pray twice.”
- St. Augustine of Hippo

Music Ministry continued from page 1

MEET MARCO - DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Marco Antonio 
Melendez joined 
the SMG staff as 
Director of Music 
this past July 2020.

A native of San Angelo, Texas, Mr. 
Melendez began his musical career 
as a member of the world renowned 
American Boychoir. At only fifteen years 
of age, he was named the music director 
of the San Angelo Singing Boys of San 
Angelo, Texas. Two years later, he was 
named music director of a small church 
in West Texas. Since then, Mr. Melendez 
has founded several choral programs 
throughout the country as well as a 
Vocal Music Institute for young singers.

He has been music director of churches 
throughout Texas, Wisconsin, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and 
California and has taken one of his 
former church choir’s tour to New York 

City where they performed in Carnegie 
Hall. In 2014, Melendez returned to 
Carnegie Hall to make his own New 
York City conducting debut.

As Artistic Director of Milwaukee 
Children’s Choir, Mr. Melendez prepared 
his choirs for performances with the 
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, the 
Milwaukee Ballet, American Boychoir, 
and many others.

He led Milwaukee Children’s Choir 
(MCC) on concert tours throughout 
the nation. With MCC, he founded 
the Milwaukee Choral Conference, 
a program designed to provide 
conversations between school, religious, 
and community chorus leaders to 
explore solutions for promoting and 
preserving the choral arts of today, as 
well as future generations.

While in Milwaukee, Melendez also 
served as Adjunct Associate Professor of 

Music at the Peck School of the Arts at 
the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

Mr. Melendez has served as the clinician 
of several choral festivals and honor 
choirs throughout the nation. He 
has also led workshops at the State 
Convention of the Wisconsin Choral 
Directors Association and at the North 
Central Division of the American 
Choral Directors Association (ACDA) 
Convention. Recognized as a leader 
in the field of the adolescent male’s 
expanding voice, Melendez also served 
as the Repertoire and Standards Chair 
for Boychoirs in the North Central 
Division of ACDA.

Mr. Melendez received a bachelor 
of music in sacred music from 
Westminster Choir College of Rider 
University and a master of music in 
vocal pedagogy from Holy Names 
University.
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YOUNG ADULTS UPDATE - SMG YOUNG ADULTS WANTS YOU!
By Kevin Wondrash, Young Adult Coordinator

It’s a time of new beginnings for the 
young adult group at SMG.

After nearly a decade of serving the 20s 
and 30s crowd at the parish, it’s time to 
look at “what’s next?”.

The group is looking for new leaders, 
and that means you!

If you like to plan events, lead small 
groups, come up with prayer efforts, 

or even just be a “worker bee” and help 
where needed, come join us!

We’re also looking for people who want 
to answer the call, take those extra steps, 
and lead the group into the future. We’re 
looking for someone to say “yes” and be 
the new leader. Is God calling you?

Our group focuses on activities and 
events that are spiritual, service-
oriented, and social.

The f lagship event is our monthly Cor 
ad Cor Holy Hour and social that takes 
place every First Friday at 6 p.m. at the 
parish, followed by fellowship time.

If you’d like more information on 
the young adult group, please visit 
stmariagoretti.org or our Facebook page 
St. Maria Goretti Young Adults.

Monthly Cor ad Cor social, held following Adoration, has been taking place outside this summer and fall.

DID YOU KNOW?
By Dave Ross, Pastoral Assistant

ST. MARIA GORETTI STATUE 
AND GARDEN
Did you know St. Maria Goretti’s feast 
day is July 6? When we first placed her 
statue in the garden, we planted a row 
of white asiatic lilies in front of her 
statue. Each year, on the anniversary 
of her feast day, these lilies bloom, four 
feet tall. We invite you to stop by, enjoy, 
and offer a prayer to our patron saint.

St. Maria Goretti, pray for us.
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EVENTS DATE TIME

Cor ad Cor Fri, Sept 4 6 p.m.

First Day of School Tue, Sept 8  (half-day)

Fireside Chats - LIVE Wed, Sept 9 6:30 -7:30 p.m.

Drive-Thru Taste & Tap Tue, Sept 15 3:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Book Club Wed, Sept 23 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

SMG Blood Drive Sat, Nov 14 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Gatherings is a quarterly publication for St. Maria 
Goretti Catholic Church. Read Gatherings online at 
www.stmariagoretti.org.

For more information or to submit an article, please 
contact Kristin Vanevenhoven at 608-268-2957 or 
kristin.vanevenhoven@stmariagoretti.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS

5313 Flad Avenue 
Madison, WI 53711

CONTACT 
608-271-7421 
parish@stmariagoretti.org

WEBSITE 
www.stmariagoretti.org

FOLLOW US

Please visit our website at www.stmariagoretti.org for more 
event details and the most up-to-date information about future 
events, as well as our current liturgical schedule.

Read more parishioner’s stories from LBH on page 8-9

“Three high school students from Love Begins Here (LBH)
came to work at our home. They stained our deck, washed the 
windows, and tackled the job trimming our huge willow tree. 
They worked so hard and everything looked wonderful.

We were so impressed by these students. They attend Mass 
regularly, pray the rosary, and praised their parents and 
family life. They chatted with us, told stories about family 
trips, and dreamed of returning to school this fall.

We had a delightful afternoon and were so glad we signed up 
as a service project site. It was an awesome experience. We 
can’t praise this program enough.”
- Joan & Ernie Horinek


