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WE 
REMEMBER...
By Dave Ross, Pastoral 
Assistant

St. Maria Goretti Parish 
was blessed the day 
Fr. Mike Burke became 
our pastor in June 1996, 
after being rector of 
Holy Name Seminary 
for 14 years. He brought 
a ray of sunshine to our 
growing parish. He was 
named a Monsignor 
on August 16, 2000 but 
preferred to be called 
“Fr. Mike.” So, he’s been 
our beloved Fr. Mike 
ever since.

When he came to the 
parish and saw how 
many parishioners there were, he said. 
“How will I ever remember all these people? 
Perhaps we should make a parish directory.” 
After discussing at the Parish Council, a 
directory committee was formed. After a 
year it was completed. It was a great success 
with nearly seventy percent of the parish 

We Remember continued on page 6-7

Fr .Mike became pastor at St. Maria 
Goretti Catholic Church in 1996.
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DEAR FAMILY OF FAITH
By Fr. Scott Emerson, Parochial Administrator

Another three months 
has passed and another 

three months of Covid-19 persist. And 
yet, a fervor of activity abounds at the 
parish as you look through this most 
recent edition of our newsletter. In 
many ways, the teeming life of St. Maria 
Goretti is a testament to the faith of 
our parishioners and the resiliency to 
persevere in our mission of proclaiming 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, even among 
the challenges of our times. 

In many ways, we took for granted the 
life we had before: the ease of working 
together, the ease of gathering as a 
people of God, the ease of starting a new 
project, the ease of coming together 
to pray as a family. Yet, this does not 
diminish our spirits. At St. Maria Goretti, 
we seize the moment to begin anew. 

Challenged by new protocols, the school 
reopened with in-person education. 
In an effort to reach all families 
with children, religious education 
has excitedly implemented a model 
of family catechesis. In RCIA, new 
candidates and catechumens are in 
the heart of preparation as they look 
forward to entering the Catholic 
Church at the Easter Vigil. Adult Faith 
Formation continues with a book study, 
Fireside Chats, and small groups. 

With new community demands, our 
outreach ministries provide ever-
growing services to our neighbors. 
Our pastoral care team continues 
to provide essential support to our 
parishioners through phone calls and 
other requests. During our annual Mass 
of Remembrance, we prayed for and 
remembered all the loved ones we have 
lost in the previous year and especially 
our beloved pastor, Fr. Mike.

In an effort to be available to all 
parishioners and all those in need, the 
office remains open during weekdays 
and the church remains open everyday. 

St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church has 
proven to be a safe place to come together 
and worship the one, true God who saves. 

As we approach the holiday season, we 
know it will be difficult for many of 
us. What we have done in the past will 
take a different shape or form. We are 
reassured in faith that Jesus Christ is 
the light of the world and no darkness 
overcomes this Truth.

Through all this, we turn our attention 
towards Advent. God knows the 
limitations of our human nature very 
well. After all, he created us. He knows 
that we can only focus our attention—
really focus it—on a few things at any 
given time. These limitations are one 
reason God inspired the Church to 
divide the year into liturgical seasons.

The mystery of our salvation includes 
the whole Bible, the whole life of Christ, 
and the whole history of the Church. But 
it is difficult to keep all those things in 
mind. So, we focus on different aspects 
of them at different times of the year, 
which has the added benefit of giving 
variety to our spiritual lives. During 
Advent, we focus on God’s faithfulness. 
As St Paul states, “God is faithful.”

God didn’t abandon the human race 
after original sin. He promised to send 
a Savior, and he fulfilled his promise on 
the very first Christmas. And God has 
also promised that this Savior, Jesus 
Christ, will come again to bring our 
earthly exile to its completion, just as 
in Old Testament times God brought 
his Chosen People out of their exile in 
Egypt and in Babylon. God is faithful. 
He will fulfill his promises.

God bless,

Fr. Scott Emerson 
Parochial Administrator

PHOTO REEL
Do you have a great photo you took at St. Maria 
Goretti? We are always looking for more images 
to post on social media, in the bulletin, or in 
Gatherings. Please Email your photos to Kristin 
at kristin.vanevenhoven@stmariagoretti.org, 
for the chance for your photo to appear online 
or in our print materials.

Our annual blessing of animals was 
held on October 4, on the feast of 
St. Francis of Assisi, who is known 
for his loving attention to animals.

Thanks to all the volunteers who 
help with our parish mailings! 
Pictured are volunteers working on 
our annual stewardship mailing.

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Our Drive-Thru Taste & Tap events 
were a huge success. This year’s 
season finished up with an event 
in September.
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TOGETHER IN CHRIST
By Dianne Metz, Assistant Principal

OPEN DOORS
On September 8, St. Maria Goretti 
Catholic School opened its doors for 
the 2020-2021 school year after being 
closed in March due to Covid-19. We 
knew it was going to be a challenging 
year. With faith and strength, our 
SMG staff, students, and community 
worked hard to keep our students safe 
and keep in-person learning a reality. 
Not alone, God has been beside us as 
we have persevered through a complete 
first quarter of learning. The children 
have been so excited to be back. Albeit 
with different protocols and procedures, 
the students are thriving and working 
harder than ever on their studies.

At the time of writing this article, we plan 
to teach virtually until the community 
spread numbers go down, with a return 
to in-person learning on January 11.

MODIFIED ACTIVITIES
Some of the activities we do as a school 
have been changed due to physical 
distancing. Instead of a first day coffee 
for parents, we had a drive-thru coffee 
and donuts sponsored by the Home and 
School Association to thank the parents 
for all their support as we finished our 
first quarter.

Our Koats for Kids campaign also 
changed a bit as we had Happily Ever 
After Resale collect and process winter 
gear. They then donated $500 on behalf 
of SMG School to be used to purchase 
items the Koats for Kids campaign was 
in need of.

With some small tweaks, we were able 
to successfully carry out our Diaper 
Drive benefiting the Pregnancy Helpline 
Diaper Bank. We collected 12,748 diapers, 
which surpassed our goal of 10,000.

The Gift Mass and the collection of 
toys for the St. Vincent de Paul’s Little 
Drummer Program was also run 
differently this year. Children brought in 
very specific needed toys (board games, 
sports balls and equipment, and art & 
craft kits). Additionally, we collected 
gift cards from Target, Walmart, 
Amazon, and Burlington for families. 
The collection of toys and gift cards took 
place at a drop-off event rather than at 
the church.

On December 4, we plan to live stream the 
Gift Mass with a special message from 
Ernie Stetenfeld from St. Vincent de Paul. 

We are grateful for the opportunity to 
continue to teach our students the joy of 
giving, especially when so many people 
in our community are in need this 
Advent Season.

SUPPORT OF OUR SCHOOL
We wish to thank everyone for the 
support of our staff and students. We 
appreciate your prayers and the treats 
that have been given to us so generously 
this year.

“Having faith does not mean 
having no difficulties, but 
having the strength to face 
them, knowing we are not 
alone.”
- Pope Francis

SCHOOL NE WS

To celebrate the end 
of the first quarter, 
the Home & School 
Association sponsored 
a drive-thru coffee 
and donuts for our 
school parents.

Our school welcomed back students in grades Kindergarten through 2nd grade on 
September 8, and all the students through 8th grade on September 21.



Gatherings - Winter 2020  4 St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR? 
By Sr. Denise Herrmann, CSA, Pastoral Associate & Director of Liturgy and RCIA

John the Baptist was with two of his 
own disciples when Jesus walked by. 
John said, “Behold the Lamb of God.” 
The two disciples followed Jesus who 
turned to them and asked, “What are 
you looking for?” The disciples answered 
and Jesus responded to them, “Come, 
and you will see.” (John 1:35-39)

“What are you looking for?” Why are 
you seeking to become Catholic? This or 
similar questions are asked of the adults 
who contact us about starting RCIA (the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults).

This year’s RCIA participants, after 
being in the process for a while, were 
asked again to reflect on why they 
sought to become Catholic. Here are 
some of their responses:

• In recent years, I have had a 
growing desire within myself to 
know Jesus Christ more deeply.

• I seek to grow closer to Jesus, and 
to experience more of Jesus’ love 
and presence. I desire to get closer 
to Mother Mary and other saints 
which my non-denominational 
churches did not speak about. 

• I want to be on a lifelong path 
that connects me to the Source 
of creation. I want a framework 
for how to live and use my time 
on earth in a way most pleasing 
to God. I want my future family 
to be built around the values of 
Catholicism. 

“Come, and you will see.” The RCIA 
participants were asked to do further 
reflection about being a part of RCIA. 

Here are some of the things that they 
have begun to see: 

• I already feel more at peace and 
hopeful, and less tense. I feel that 
I am in the right place. This will 
take dedication, but dedication for 
something I know to be true.

• I believe I am being called to go 
down this path of discovering 
God through joining the Catholic 
Church. It has instilled in me a 
deeper respect for the faith.

• I sense a closer connection to God 
and tending to my spiritual life has 
become part of my daily life.

• I have been happier after beginning 
to worship God more consistently. 
Also, I know there is something to 
come after this life and that this life 
has a purpose to it. Without God and 
the future of heaven, life can appear 
pointless. Knowing this makes me 
feel hopeless much less frequently.

As these RCIA participants continue 
to seek initiation into the Church, they 
need our parish support to respond to 
Jesus’ instruction “Follow me.” Let us 
keep them in prayer in hope that they 
will be blessed with a deepening of faith 
and can say, as Christ’s disciples said, 
“We have found…Jesus, son of Joseph, 
from Nazareth.” (John 1:43, 45)

As Jesus and his beginning disciples 
conversed, Jesus told them “You will see 
greater things than this” (John 1:50). 
May all of us be blessed and open to see 
and know the great love and mercy of 
God each day.

 

Rest in Peace
+

Erik Larson 
July 5, 2020

Fred Zingsheim 
August 26, 2020

Monsignor Michael Burke 
September 19, 2020

Peter Sears 
September 22, 2020

Mary Maher 
September 26, 2020

Robert Heim 
October 31, 2020

Rita Langer 
November 5, 2020

+

Eternal rest grant unto them, 
O Lord; and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.

May these souls, and the souls 
of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace.

LITURGIC AL LIFE

This fall, St. Maria Goretti Parish 
shared in the joy of the sacraments 
with our first communicants 
and confirmandi. Over a 6-week 
period in August and September 
our communicants joined 
parishioners in the reception 
of Holy Communion and on 
September 27 Bishop Hying 
celebrated Mass and confirmed 
our candidates.
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OUTRE ACH MINISTRY

OUTREACH MINISTRIES DURING COVID
By Deacon Dick Martin, Outreach Coordinator

As with everything around us, our 
partner organizations have had to 
modify how they serve people in need in 
our community. The following is a brief 
description of what these organizations 
are doing and how our Outreach 
Ministries have been supporting them.

Luke House Meal

Instead of a sit-down meal at Luke 
House, they are handing out bagged 
lunches. Our volunteers are providing 
desserts as well as donating applesauce 
cups, granola bars and brown paper 
bags. Additionally, the Outreach Fund 
has donated $5,300 since March to cover 
food costs and other expenses.

Catholic Multicultural Center

The Catholic Multicultural Center is 
serving a carryout hot meal from their 
parking lot. In May, we held a Drop-Off 
Giving Drive to collect food and personal 
essentials for their organization. The 
SMG School donated food that they 
couldn’t use because of changes in the 
lunch program. The Outreach Fund also 
donated $5,500 to their meal program 
and other services.

St. Vincent de Paul

St. Vincent de Paul distributes 
repackaged boxes of food and other 
supplies through a drive-up service. They 
asked us for monetary donations rather 
than food donations to create their food 
boxes, but were still in need of diapers 
and paper products. SMG held a Drop-
Off Giving Drive in May to collect some 
of these paper products. 
 

SVdP also received $6,000 in donations 
from the Outreach Fund, plus many 
parishioners donated directly.

Pregnancy Helpline

In the midst of the pandemic, Pregnancy 
Helpline moved to a new facility on 
Stoughton Road in Madison. They 
are providing contact-free delivery of 
diapers, baby products, and clothing in 
their parking lot. Our parishioners have 
been generous in donating items and the 
Outreach Fund has donated $3,000 to 
help with their move and their services.

Meadowood Snack Packs & Food Pantry

The Meadowood Neighborhood Center 
has remained closed, which means 
the Snack Packs and Food Pantry 
have been put on hold, but we are still 
serving the neighborhood. We provided 
200 snack packs to the Mellowridge 
Foundation which serves children in the 
neighborhood. We have also donated 
food collected from the red bins in the 
church corridor to the food pantry at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran, and will begin 
collecting clothing to help support their 
Clothing Closet.

Queen of Americas Mission

From June through September, we were 
able to help the seasonal workers at the 
Queen of Americas Mission in Cambria. 
We provided food that was dropped 
off in our red bins, repaired their lawn 
tractor, and coordinated the repair 
of their driveway. We hope to begin 
working on larger projects next year.

Thank You!

With the pandemic we were unable to 
do many of the hands-on and in-person 
ministries that we have done through 
Outreach in the past years. Yet, because 
of your generous donations to the 
Outreach Fund, we were able to provide 
substantial financial assistance to our 
neighbors-in-need and in doing so give 
a great witness to the love and power of 
Jesus Christ working in our lives.

SHOWING UP
By Patrick Bushek, 40 Days for Life Coordinator

In the fall of every year, since 2007, 
Madison has hosted a 40 Days for 
Life prayer campaign that runs 
24/7 in front of abortion facilities. 
My wife, Char, and I were tasked 
with making sure the two hours 
assigned to SMG every week were 
covered. And they were!

There are now more than 7,000 
campaigns in 63 countries and the 
prayers of more than one million 
volunteers have helped to close 107 
abortion facilities to date.

Our first big success in Madison 
was in 2009 when Meriter Hospital 
announced that they were going 
to offer abortions. A strong 
contingent of prayer warriors 
prayed non-stop in front of the 
proposed site and the hospital 
decided to reverse their decision 
before any abortions occurred. The 
only abortion facility operating in 
Madison is Planned Parenthood on 
Orin Road.

Even though 40 Days for Life 
concluded on November 3, the 
prayer vigil in front of Planned 
Parenthood is ongoing. I would 
like to invite all of our fellow 
parishioners to volunteer for an 
hour of prayer for this ongoing 
campaign. I believe Our Lord does 
not call for us to be successful, but 
he does call us to show up!

To sign up, visit VigilForLife.org or 
call Gwen at 608-393-8545.

St. Vincent de Paul drive-up service.
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PARISH NE WS

participating with pictures, names, 
and contact information. Fr. Mike 
commented, “Now, I can identify more 
people!”

When the church was built, it had 
plain blue glass windows on both 
sides of the church and less seating 
than we currently have. Fr. Mike set 
up a committee to organize funding 
to expand the church seating and 
to purchase stained glass windows 
depicting the stations of the cross. 
On the south side, we expanded the 
seating and the east side, near Flad 
Avenue, we designed and created the 
stained glass windows depicting the 
fourteen Stations of the Cross that we 
have today.

In the church, we had a small parish hall 
but no meeting rooms or office space. 
So, Fr. Mike suggested that we set up 
temporary office space in the rectory 
using part of the main f loor and the 
basement. At the same time, we began 
the next plan to enlarge the school, 
adding classrooms and the new gym. 
The new gym was dedicated to Fr. Mike, 

on June 2, 2017, upon his retirement and 
called the “Monsignor Michael L. Burke 
Auditorium.”

Fr. Mike’s last large plan was to build 
a large Parish Hall next to the church 
and connect it to the Gathering Space. It 
followed the architectural style of both 
the rectory and church. This addition 
created a new kitchen and large hall for 
fish fries and other parish events. New 
offices, meeting space, and a storage 
area were created on the lower area.

All these building projects were 
completed by December 18, 2006 and 
dedicated by Bishop Robert C. Morlino 
on July 8, 2007.

One thing Fr. Mike loved to do during 
a weekend Mass, was to invite the little 
children to come up and stand around 
the altar with him, listening to him say 
the prayers. They were so proud and 
loved being up close so they could see 
and hear everything. It made them 
feel like they were really a part of the 
celebration of the Mass, even if they 
could not understand it. (The parents 
were proud too.)

We Remember continued from page 1

Fr. Mike enjoying some time with 
parishioners at one of SMG’s Lenten 
Fish Fry events.

The new school gym was dedicated to 
Fr. Mike upon his retirement.
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Perhaps Fr. Mike’s most memorable 
moment occurred when the relics of 
St. Maria Goretti were in our church 
on October 16 (her 125th birthday) and 
17, 2015 as part of the “Pilgrimage of 
Mercy: Tour of the Major Relics of St. 
Maria Goretti.” More than 13,500 people 
came in cars and buses from across the 
midwest to venerate the remains of the 
Little Saint of Great Mercy. Her story 
of forgiveness and mercy touched the 
hearts of everyone at St. Maria Goretti 
and we will never forget those special 
hours she was right here with us. Many 
authenticated miracles occurred as the 
result of her visit. The visitors came 
steadily, for 26 hours, leaving early in 
the morning the next day.

Fr. Mike spent countless hours 
arranging this visit. To commemorate 
that day, a plaque was placed in front 
of the altar steps where the reliquary 
stood. Her portrait was created in 
stained glass and the doors to our 
reconciliation room are etched in 
stained glass with the words: “She 
Chose to Forgive.” 

 
 
 
We have also created a courtyard with a 
life size statue of St. Maria Goretti with 
lilies that bloom each year on her feast 
day, July 6.

And now, as we think of the many 
things that have been accomplished, 
we thank Fr. Mike for his love and 
guidance. He opened his heart to 
everyone he met and genuinely made 
them feel like they were the most 
important person in the world, and to 
Fr. Mike they were.

“Keep Hope Alive!”
- Fr. Mike

The entire school, Kindergarten 
through 8th graders, teachers, and 
staff, processed from the school to the 
church, carrying cards and reciting 
prayers for Fr. Mike. It was a very 
sad day as our parish, school, and 
community had to say goodbye to our 
longtime pastor, Fr. Mike. We will 
Keep Hope Alive!

Fr. Mike in front of St. Maria Goretti 
statue with lilies in bloom.

(Images left to right) Parishioners 
congratulating Fr. Mike on his 
retirement in 2017.

Fr. Mike speaking during St. Maria 
Goretti’s relics visit.

Blessing of new St. Maria Goretti 
statue by Fr. Mike in fall 2015.
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FAITH FORMATION

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

RACHEL BAKER
Tell us a little bit about 
yourself.

I retired in 2016 after 16 years 
at University of Wisconsin 
and 15 years at IBM. I live in 
Fitchburg with my husband, James 
Hampel, and like to spend my spare time 
gardening or baking.

How did you get involved with SMG?

I’m not sure how long I’ve been a 
parishioner but I recall attending Mass 
at SMG before this church was built 
so must be quite a while. I have always 
enjoyed being involved in things related 
to worship and learning about our faith.

In what ways do you volunteer at SMG?

My first volunteer activity was assisting 
with Religious Education. Since then, 
I’ve been a sacristan for weekday and 

Sunday Masses for many years. 
I’ve volunteered to prepare and 
serve meals at Luke House 
and sing in the funeral choir. 
I’ve also facilitated small 

group studies for Adult Faith 
Formation from time to time. 

What is your favorite part about the 
SMG community?

I love that SMG is such a large 
community, with so many young 
families, and so many activities for every 
age group. I love seeing families with 
young children at Mass. More recently, 
I love the multitude of opportunities for 
receiving the sacraments, and especially 
praying Morning Prayer with the priests.

How has SMG impacted your life?

I think it has saved my life—but that’s a 
long story for another day.

What is the most rewarding thing 
about volunteering?

I enjoy the camaraderie among the 
volunteers, the sense of belonging and 
being a necessary and productive part of 
our church family.

Why is it important to you to volunteer?

It’s important to me to try to give back 
a measure of what I have received. 
Everything we have is a gift from God 
and that makes me want to share the 
blessings. 

What are your hopes for the future of 
SMG?

I hope there is a continued emphasis 
on the sacraments and catechesis about 
Catholic liturgies and traditions.

MARILEE JESSUP
Tell us a little bit about yourself.

I’m originally from Green Bay. My 
husband, Chris, and I met at the 
University of Dayton, Ohio. We moved to 
Madison in 2000. We have four children, 
Wil (21), Sam (19), Zak (16) and Zoe (12). 
I am a part-time English Instructor at 
Madison College and I substitute teach 
at SMG. We enjoy family time and 
hanging out in our backyard.

How did you get involved with SMG?

We were looking for a Catholic church 
and school and had been to just about 
every one on the west side of Madison. 
Our neighbor recommended St. 
Maria Goretti and we joined shortly 
thereafter. I first volunteered as a 
Religious Education teacher and ended 
up working as the Religious Education 
Coordinator for a few years. I even wrote 
for this publication. All of our children 
went to SMG as well.

In what ways do you volunteer 
at SMG?

We have volunteered at 
many parish and school 
events, including fish fries, 
Sunday hospitality, pancake 
breakfasts, and various athletic 
events. I’ve been a room parent and 
field trip chaperone and served on the 
Home and School Association Board. 
I am currently the coordinator for the 
SCRIP program.

What is the most rewarding thing 
about volunteering?

Giving back is the obvious thing, but 
even then, we have benefited more 
from it. We do most of our volunteer 
activities with our kids, so many of the 
parishioners have watched our kids 
grow and have been a part of our lives. 
We have met countless people through 
volunteering, and it has made us feel 
part of a bigger family. 

How has SMG impacted your 
life?

SMG is not only our school 
and our church; it is our 
family. For us, volunteering is 

like taking care of our family.

What is your favorite memory 
from your volunteer experience?

The best memory begins with waiting 
tables at a fish fry while I was pregnant 
with my daughter. The next year, we 
worked the bar with our daughter in 
the baby backpack. The next year, we 
worked the bar again and our daughter 
spent the night moving ice cubes from 
one bucket to the next. A few years after 
that, she was helping deliver desserts. I 
have enjoyed seeing how we have grown 
as a family through volunteering.
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ALL SOULS’ DAY - A DAY OF MOURNING IN HOPE
By Fr. Bill Van Wagner, Parochial Vicar

Each year on November 2 
the Church celebrates the 

Commemoration of All the Faithful 
Departed. On this day, the Church 
reminds us of the importance of 
praying for our family and friends 
who have passed on from this life. This 
traditional practice assures us that 
the death of a friend is not the end of 
our love for them. Rather, to pray for 
those who have died is a profound and 
sincere act of love for them even as 
they have passed to eternal life.

It is essential for us to pray for those 
who have died because, in truth, we 
do not know with certainty the eternal 
destination of the faithful departed. 
We know that at the end of our lives 
we will go before God to make account 
for the measure with which we loved 
Him in this life. Even if we have sought 
to love the Lord and do His will, we 
are all aware of the times that we have 
fallen short and can admit that we have 

not done so perfectly. Thus the Lord 
provides purgatory: an opportunity for 
more complete purification after we 
have died.

The souls in purgatory await the 
certain hope of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, while undergoing the 
necessary purification to come face to 
face with God. It is for those souls that 
we pray on All Souls’ Day—that they 
would soon receive entrance in the 
eternal presence of God.

The Church highlights the importance 
of this practice by allowing priests to 
celebrate three Masses on All Souls’ 
Day. Ordinarily, priests are only to say 
one Mass per day, and two or three 
with special permission. However, on 
All Souls’ Day, the Church encourages 
priests to celebrate three Masses 
for three distinct intentions: for a 
personal intention, for all the faithful 
departed, and for the Holy Father’s 
intentions.

Ultimately, All Souls’ Day is a day of 
mourning in hope. As St. Paul says, 
“you may not grieve like the rest, who 
have no hope”. While we are saddened 
and grieved by the loss of loved ones, 
we are consoled by the hope of the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead. Our prayers of hopeful grief 
have tremendous power to unite our 
deceased loved ones to the Risen Christ 
who has conquered death.

We do not want you to be 
unaware, brothers and sisters, 
about those who have fallen 
asleep, so that you may not 
grieve like the rest, who have 
no hope.
- 1 Thessalonians 4:13

I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER, 
ALMIGHTY...
By Melissa Coleman, Religious Education Coordinator

We began the year having the parents 
reflect on the promises they made when 
their children were baptized. They also 
reflected on our spiritual home at St. 
Maria Goretti and their own homes. 
Once parents recognized that their 
homes could reflect the peacefulness 
and joy experienced in our church, 
they embraced their roles as Christian 
parents and disciples of Christ.

This year, in our Family Catechesis 
program, we are focusing on The Creed. 
“I believe in God the Father, Almighty.” 
This statement is said at Mass or when 
praying the rosary. We learned that God 

doesn’t ask for 
blind faith but 
the exact opposite. He wants us to know 
him and to have faith in him.

In our parent session, we covered the 
ways to know God, which include 
through our reason, by divine revelation, 
and through creation.

The students also learned about this 
statement of faith. We asked them, 
“Who is someone you believe in? 
And why?” They answered, without 
hesitation, “my parents/grandparents.” 
We followed it up with the question, 
“so you trust them to keep you safe and 

guide you?” A resounding “Yes!” And the 
last question, “If you have faith in your 
parents and you trust them to have your 
best interest, then shouldn’t you always 
obey them?” This caused some hesitation 
but ultimately, they would agree that 
they should obey them.

With God as our Father, we can ask 
ourselves the same questions. Do we 
have faith in Him? Do we trust Him? 
And are we obedient?
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YOUNG ADULTS GROUP - SOCIAL BUT SOCIALLY DISTANCED
By Ben Rouleau, Young Adult Coordinator

As the new (interim) Young Adults group 
coordinator, I want to introduce myself 
and re-introduce the Young Adults group. 
I’m Ben Rouleau, and have attended St 
Maria Goretti for 6 years – first while 
engaged to my now-wife, Becca, and 
now with our three beautiful kids. I took 
over the reins in September from Kevin 
Wondrash, who devoted many years to 
quarterbacking, sometimes literally, the 
group through the years. A huge “thank 
you” to Kevin for tireless efforts to keep 
the group going and growing.

So what is the Young Adults group? 
Anyone (singles, couples, and families) 
in their 20s or 30s who wants to grow in 
faith and friendship. Whether you’ve just 
moved to Madison for work or school or 
have attended the parish for years, email 
stmariagorettiyoungadults@gmail.com 
to introduce yourself and subscribe to our 
weekly email list to receive information 
about our events and ongoing activities.

Our f lagship event, Cor ad Cor, has 
Adoration and Confession, every first 
Friday of the month, from 6 to 7 p.m. 
in the church, followed by a social—see 
you on December 4! We have a rotating 
schedule of spiritual, social, and service 
events throughout the year, as well as 
men’s, women’s, and mixed-gender 
small groups that meet weekly for Bible 
studies and fellowship.  

Like everyone else, we’ve adapted 
our activities to accommodate Covid 
restrictions. Bible studies have gone 
virtual. Our recent hikes to Indian 
Lake County Park and Pheasant 
Branch Conservancy, as well as our 
work day around the parish and fall 
outing to Sutter’s Ridge Farm, have 
taken full advantage of the outdoors 
The Young Adults Advent Party, held 
on December 14, will bring a reworked, 
socially-distanced version of an annual 
tradition.

We look forward to meeting or seeing 
you again at future events! Keep in 
touch via email, the parish website, 
and Facebook: St. Maria Goretti Young 
Adults. Bring your friends or little ones 
as we get to know other young adults 
and our Lord, Jesus.  

Young adults enjoy fellowship at the 
monthly Cor ad Cor event.

MUSIC OF THE ADVENT SEASON 
AND CHRISTMASTIDE
By Marco Melendez, Director of Music 

I am delighted to announce that the music for all liturgies 
during the Advent season and Octave of Christmas, or 
Christmastide, has been selected and published on the 
music ministry webpage. Please visit the page to see when 
all of your favorite Christmas hymns will be sung!

The music ministry of St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church is 
off to a strong start this year and we are eagerly awaiting 
the time when we can welcome back all the choirs. Until 
then, the members of our small ensembles, have been doing 
a wonderful job in enhancing our liturgical celebrations at 
the 9 and 11 a.m. Sunday Masses.

Like in previous years, several of our Christmas liturgies 
will also feature a brass ensemble. We are delighted to 
welcome the Isthmus Brass who will be assisting us in our 
celebration of the Nativity of the Lord. Check out the music 
for each Mass listed here. 

Christmas Eve Masses

4 p.m. Musical Prelude w/the Choral Scholars 
4:30 p.m. Mass Begins (Choral Scholars & Organ)

7 p.m. Mass Begins (Schola Cantorum & Organ)

9 p.m. Festival of Lessons & Carols w/ the Choral Scholars  
9:45 p.m. Isthmus Brass Prelude Begins 
10 p.m. Mass Begins (Choral Scholars, Isthmus Brass, & Organ)

Christmas Day Masses

7 a.m. Mass Begins (Cantor & Organ)

9 a.m. Mass Begins (Schola Cantorum & Organ)

11 a.m. Mass Begins (Choral Scholars, Isthmus Brass, & Organ)
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DID YOU KNOW?
By Dave Ross, Pastoral Assistant

SMG’S LIGHTED CROSS
Did you know when our church was 
built in 1992, the 95 foot tower was 
completed with a lighted cross? For 
several years the cross has been dark. 
It has recently been repaired and 
can be seen illuminated against the 
evening sky.

Drive by some time and see our 
beautiful lighted cross!

MAINTENANCE MUSINGS
By Josh Bruecken, Director of Facilities and Maintenance

QUEEN OF THE VIRTUES
Recently, I visited the beautiful 
cathedral in St. Paul, Minnesota. It 
is a huge building with many statues 
of saints, amazing lights, and large 
stained glass windows. As my eyes 
were reaching the highest point 
several hundred feet up, on each wall 
are written the four cardinal virtues: 
prudence, justice, temperance, and 
fortitude. I remember ironically 
thinking to myself: with all of this 
extravagance, how is this building 
prudent?

I would like to declare right from the 
start that these are just my musings 
about prudence and its relationship 
to our church buildings. My 
understanding of this virtue is limited, 
but I hope you will find it helpful.

Prudence is commonly used 
synonymously with cautiousness or 
modesty in our modern language. 
However, cautiousness and modesty are 
simply the most popular vehicles that 
help display the virtue of prudence. 

For example, 
if a person is 
too cautious, 
they would fall into the vice of 
cowardliness. On the other extreme, 
they would land in the vice of 
recklessness. Therefore caution used 
appropriately would be acting out 
caution in a prudent way. Simply put, 
prudence is taking the right action in 
the given situation.

Since prudence governs the use of all 
virtues, it has the distinction of queen 
of the virtues. Unfortunately, prudence 
is very difficult to master. There are so 
many personal characteristics that must 
be developed to live out this virtue. A 
few of these characteristics are reason, 
judgement, openness, and foresight.

How does our church reflect this virtue 
in its building and maintenance? 
Just like my observations about the 
Cathedral of St. Paul, St. Maria Goretti’s 
Church is composed of a large room 
with high ceilings that are inefficient 
to heat, impractical to light, difficult to 
maintain and expensive to build. 

So how is this prudent? I believe 
the answer is right in my question. 
As a facilities director, I am chiefly 
concerned with function and cost 
to maintain the church. I often 
forget to grasp the spiritual reality 
of the building. Is not one function 
of our church a place to receive the 
sacraments? Is not one cost of the 
church the salvation of eternal souls? 
Perhaps the aspects of the building 
that I see as inefficient, impractical, 
and difficult to maintain are precisely 
the parts that are the most beneficial 
to our spiritual life? Since the church 
is a space to pray, to give thanks, and 
to try to grasp the reality of God’s 
unfathomable love for each of us, it 
would be the right action or prudent to 
build a space that inspires awe. A place 
set apart that directs our thoughts and 
actions heavenward or home.



Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 1086

Madison, WI

Gatherings is a quarterly publication for St. Maria 
Goretti Catholic Church. Read Gatherings online at 
www.stmariagoretti.org.

For more information or to submit an article, please 
contact Kristin Vanevenhoven at 608-268-2957 or 
kristin.vanevenhoven@stmariagoretti.org.

5313 Flad Avenue 
Madison, WI 53711

CONTACT 
608-271-7421 
parish@stmariagoretti.org

WEBSITE 
www.stmariagoretti.org

FOLLOW US

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
ADVENT CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Advent Reconciliation Service 
Thursday, December 10 - 7 p.m.

Confessions 
Monday-Saturday - 30 minutes before every weekday Mass 
Saturday-Sunday - 45 minutes before every weekend Mass 
Tuesday and Thursday - 4 - 7 p.m. 
 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE - NATIVITY OF THE LORD
Christmas Eve - Thursday, December 24 
4:30 p.m. - Vigil Mass of Christmas (Carols begin at 4 p.m.) 
7 p.m. - Vigil Mass of Christmas 
10 p.m. - Christmas Mass of the Night (Festival of Lessons & 
Carols begins at 9 p.m.)

Christmas Day - Friday, December 25 
7, 9, and 11 a.m. - Masses of the Day

EVENTS DATE TIME

Giving Tree - Virtual Nov 13 - Dec 4 Online Event

Fireside Chats at SMG Wed, Dec 2 6:30 -7:30 p.m.

Cor ad Cor Fri, Dec 4 6 p.m.

Reconciliation Service Thur, Dec 10 7 - 8 p.m.

Book Club Wed, Dec 16 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Christmas Tree Help Sat, Dec 19 6:45 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Please visit our website at www.stmariagoretti.org for more 
event details and the most up-to-date information about future 
events, as well as our current liturgical schedule.


